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Based in North Finchley and 
drawing students from over 180 
surrounding schools, Woodhouse 

College is one of the leading places 
to study A levels in London. Our 
consistently high performance in exam 
results backs this up. The government 
recognises us as one of a small number 
of colleges with both Beacon Status and 
Ofsted Outstanding status. Our A*–B 
pass rates consistently place us in the 
top five sixth form colleges nationally. 
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Our combination of expert teaching 
staff and an ambitious, supportive
approach has proved very successful in 
achieving excellent academic results. 
We believe that sixth form college 
should be a stepping stone between 
school and university, a place 
where you can start to become an 
independent learner, and where you 
are supported to become the person 
you want to be. 

We provide a happy, trusting and 
caring environment where you can 
challenge yourself and explore a whole 
range of opportunities. Woodhouse is 
as much about personal growth as it is 
about exam success.

Woodhouse College boasts some 
of the best facilities in the area and 
promotes an extensive recreational and 
academic enrichment programme.  

At our heart is an impressive pastoral 
care system, and our tutorial, guidance 
and support systems will help you steer 
a safe course through your A levels and 
beyond.
 
Our students are ambitious: they 
embrace the challenge to be the best 
they can be, both inside and outside 
the classroom.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk 3



“Principal

I have been principal at Woodhouse 
College since January 2013. My 
vision for the college is of academic 
excellence in a caring community.

The secret of our success is our high 
expectations: staff expect much from 
students, and students likewise of 
themselves. This is not a place where 
you have to hide your ambitions, your 
hard work or your desire to do well. 
We stress to students that they are 
professional learners: that is their job, 
and we expect perfect attendance and 
punctuality, an excellent attitude and 
high standards of work.

But it is also a thriving and lively 
community, a place of endless 
opportunity unrivalled by any state 
sixth form, where students can grow 
personally and become the person 
they want to be. Through taking part in 
Duke of Edinburgh, Model UN, sports 
teams, volunteering, all the different 
trips and other hundreds of activities, 
students are challenging themselves in 
different ways, meeting new people, 
and developing different skills. 

Maths teacher

I still teach; I have one set (four 
lessons a week) of A level maths. I 
love teaching and wouldn’t want to 
stop. And our many mathematicians 
take advantage; as I stroll through the 
college, I get stopped by students and 
asked for help on this or that maths 
problem. I very much enjoy this kind 
of daily interaction with students, 
whether it be a maths problem or 
feedback on a personal statement or 
general advice. It’s nice to think I am an 
accessible headteacher, that students 
can freely talk to me.

Ofsted inspector

I was a part-time inspector for many 
years; I recently gave it up because 
I felt it was taking me out of college 
too much. Perhaps as a result of my 
inspection experiences, I am very self-
critical, always looking to change and 
improve things, and I think the same is 
true of our staff as a whole. 

If students and parents have concerns, 
we are always happy to hear them and 
discuss them as a means to improve 
what we do.

Parent

I am a Woodhouse parent, at least I 
was. My two daughters both came 
here, both went off to university (one 
maths and one music, since you ask). 
Perhaps as a result, I understand that 
students come here with worries and 
anxieties about making new friends 
and retaining old friendship groups. 

Our values

We are an unashamedly liberal college 
with liberal values. We are proud that 
our students, who come from over 180 
different schools across north London 
and are of many different races and 
religions, mix so well and form such a 
cohesive community. 

We are proud to have an active LGBT 
student group, that so many students 
have Stonewall stickers on the back 
of their ID, and proud that we have a 
feminist group in the college too. 

But most of all, we are proud that 
when our students leave, they leave 
with gushings of affection for each 
other and the college, and they stay in 
touch, coming back to see us and to 
mentor our students, join our alumni 
organisation and follow our social 
media. It really is true that ‘once a 
Woodhouse student, always 
a Woodhouse student’.”

“Our aim is for 
all our students 

to leave after two 
fantastic years as 
confident young 

people, able to 
stand on their 
own two feet, 

independent 
learners but 
also socially 

self-assured”

“I am a man of 
many hats”

John Rubinstein graduated from 
Sheffield University with a first 
class degree in pure mathematics. 
He has been teaching for 30 years. 
He first joined Woodhouse College 
as head of maths in 1994. After 
leaving Woodhouse, he returned 
as vice-principal in 2008 and was 
subsequently promoted to principal 
in 2013. He was also a part-time 
Ofsted inspector from 2001–2015.

John Rubinstein
Woodhouse College
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Results 2016
& destinations

Destinations

Most Woodhouse students head off to 
university after their A levels (95% in 
2016), although a significant number 
take a gap year first. This year, about 
50% of our students went to Russell 
Group universities. The Russell Group 
likes to think of itself as a group of 
‘the best universities’, but this is not 
strictly true. There are plenty of other 
outstanding universities outside the 
Russell Group. 

In 2016, Woodhouse students 
progressed to over 80 different 
universities across the UK. We usually 
have about a dozen who go to Oxford 
and Cambridge; this year we had 11 
offers and 9 of those successfully 
secured their place. And we usually 
have about 20 who succeed in getting 
into medical school. For the past few 
years, we have successfully helped 
students apply to the Sutton Trust 
USA project and to join a college in 
the US on a full scholarship. 

As a specialist sixth form college 
we pride ourselves on our expertise 
and the comprehensive support 
we give to students applying to 
university. We provide extensive help 
with university choices, personal 
statements, interview skills, entrance 
exams and other aspects of university 
applications.

 A level subject Entry A*–B A*–C A*–E

 Accounting 16 50% 63% 88%

 Art & design 41 88% 100% 100%

 Biology 171 50% 73% 98%

 Business studies 24 58% 92% 100%

 Chemistry 173 47% 71% 95%

 Classical civilisation 29 76% 93% 100%

 Computer science 15 33% 73% 93%

 Dance 7 100% 100% 100%

 Drama & theatre studies 25 76% 100% 100%

 Economics 127 61% 83% 99%

 English language 35 60% 86% 100%

 English literature 132 80% 98% 100%

 French 28 57% 79% 100%

 Further maths 43 51% 70% 88%

 Geography 77 74% 92% 100%

 German 9 22% 67% 100%

 Government & politics 47 66% 91% 100%

 History 120 72% 93% 100%

 Law 25 76% 84% 100%

 Mathematics 269 66% 85% 97%

 Music 9 44% 89% 100%

 Philosophy 40 63% 83% 100%

 Physical education 13 38% 77% 100%

 Physics 86 42% 60% 93%

 Psychology 146 70% 90% 99%

 Religious studies 14 86% 100% 100%

 Sociology 76 83% 96% 100%

 Spanish 30 73% 97% 100%

 Total 1841 64% 84% 98%

Destinations

Queen Mary Leeds

Sussex Warwick

UCL City

King’s Kent

Nottingham Manchester

2016’s top ten university 
destinations

www.woodhouse.ac.uk6



We want your college experience to be happy and successful. With our student support 
network to help, guide and support you, we are confident it will be

Managing & monitoring

student progress
We offer you more than just an 
academic experience at Woodhouse 
College. Starting your A levels is an 
exciting time for you. We will help you 
to settle quickly into college life and 
support you in the transition period 
from being a school pupil to a college 
student. Being a sixth form student is 
about learning to be an independent 
learner and being able to self-
evaluate, which means recognising 
your strengths and weaknesses and 
taking responsibility for your own 
learning. Your personal tutor at 
Woodhouse will have a clear overview 
of your academic and personal 
development and will support you on 
your way to success.
 
Here are some of the systems we have 
in place to ensure you are supported 
all the way through your studies and 
helped to achieve your goals.

Student Services

A range of services are available 
to help you become a professional 
learner through social, personal and 
academic development.

Personal Tutors

Your personal tutor will be your first 
point of contact. They will discuss and 
monitor your academic progress and 
any concerns you may have. 

Senior Tutors

Senior tutors liaise with your personal 
tutor and other members of the 
student services team to help you 
overcome any barriers to learning 
that may impact on your progress. If 
they feel you need extra support, they 
may refer you to a student progress 
manager.

Student Progrpss Managers 

The student progress managers ensure 
you settle into college, thrive and 
develop learning skills and resilience 
so that you can progress to your 
desired destination. They monitor your 
academic progress and attendance 
and may refer you to internal or 
external support services.

Additional Learning Support

If you have a different or additional 
learning need, you can receive 
extra help: individual study support, 
dyslexia screening and assessment, 
assistive technology or access 
arrangements. 

The ALS team provides an excellent 
range of support to help create the 
best possible learning environment 
for you. They can help you with study 
skills, UCAS personal statement 
writing and exam skills. You can also 
receive mentoring help from a second-
year student or give something back 
by mentoring students if you are in 
your second year at Woodhouse. 

Careers Service

Our careers co-ordinator and adviser 
will provide you with 1–1 information, 
advice and guidance. Throughout the 
year she arranges careers events and 
provides advice when applying to 
university or other destinations, as 
well as helping with work experience 
applications and gap year options. She 
is also on hand at key dates such as 
results time.

Attendance Officers

If you are going to be absent 
from college, you must inform the 
attendance officers and this must be 
confirmed by your parent/carer. 

Health and welfare

We strongly believe in promoting 
health and welfare issues at 
Woodhouse. You will have the 
opportunity to talk to professionals 
from external organisations if you 
need specific advice and information. 
The college has strong links with local 
partners including the BU21 condom 
scheme, Solace Healthy Relationships, 
Barnet Young People’s Drug and 
Alcohol Service and Let’s Get Cooking, 
a healthy eating initiative. 

Counselling Service

A confidential counselling service is 
available to support you.

College Council

Each year, five new members of our 
college council are elected from the 
lower-sixth students to join the five 
existing members of the upper-sixth 
year group. Just like parliament, the 
college council acts like the cabinet 
with the tutor reps as its MPs. 
Together they work to ensure you 
have a voice in college. They serve as 
the main channel of communication 
between students and college 
management.

Get involved

• Join the college council 
• Be a tutor rep 
• Design a tutorial 
• Join one of the many societies 

such as Fairtrade, Amnesty, 
FemSoc, Spectrum for LGBTQ+ 
students 

• Help with health and wellbeing 
displays in the social area 

• Build your employability skills by 
helping at college events.

Student services

Additional learning support

Student progress managers 

Senior tutors

Personal tutors

Get involved

College council

Counselling service

Health and welfare

Careers service

Attendance officers

www.woodhouse.ac.uk 7



Universities look for three good A level 
grades. The better your grades, the 
more choices you will have open to 
you. For this reason, most students will 
choose to take three subjects so they 
maximise their chances of obtaining 
the highest grades. We expect some 
students may choose to take four A 
level subjects. This will be decided by 
considering their grade predictions, 
subject choices, career ambitions and 
reference from their school. Further 
maths will be available only as a fourth 
subject.

“UCL will no longer ask for a fourth 
AS level in our entry requirements for 
undergraduate programmes. We will only 
require applicants to have three A level 
subjects.”

 University College London (UCL)

“From 2017 none of our programmes will 
include a specific requirement for 
AS levels.”

 Imperial College London

“A fourth subject to AS level has never 
been a requirement at Oxford… Oxford 
tutors prefer a candidate who has read 
around their subject beyond school and 
college work, and who shows a great 
passion for, and engagement with, their 
subject, over a candidate who may 
have taken more qualifications or more 
subjects.”

Oxford University

We try not to have too many typical 
weeks and offer events, speakers, 
social activities, assemblies and 
trips which help to make each week 
different from the last and the next.  

Having said that, we do have a 
timetable which will include:

• A level lessons – around five hours 
per subject per week

• Study periods for you to do 
the additional learning and 
consolidation which all students 
need to do at this level

• Tutorial – meet with your personal 
tutor to make sure you are not 
just on track but thriving on a 
programme which is right for you

• WoodhousePlus – see overleaf for 
more details on our wide range of 
additional opportunities 

• Subject tutorial – time to get 
personal help from your teacher 

• Breaks and lunchtimes – to get to 
know your fellow students from 
schools across north London 

There are two main ways this will 
change the nature of your A level 
programme. In terms of your 
examinations, taking two year courses 
means that you will be assessed on 
both years’ work at the end of your 
sixth form.  

You will learn how to organise your 
time and your tasks, and develop 
the skills you need to do well. And, 
throughout your course, you will have 
lots of exam practice, too.
 
With no AS level exams at the end of 
year 12, there will be more freedom 
to learn and develop in new ways, 
alongside your A levels. This is what we 
call WoodhousePlus.

September 2017 will see the launch of the new Woodhouse 
curriculum. This has been developed because A levels have 
changed. The new A levels have been brought up to date so 
that what you learn will prepare you well for university and 
a wide range of career possibilities. By September 2017 all 
subjects will be ‘linear’ with A level exams at the end of two 
year courses. The AS level is being phased out. 

How many subjects 
will I take?

How will I be affected 
by ‘linear’ A levels?

What is a typical 
week at Woodhouse?

www.woodhouse.ac.uk8
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New A levels
New experiences
New curriculum
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Alongside A levels, Woodhouse students 
benefit from taking part in a wide range of 
other activities. We will ask you to choose 
from one or more of the strands below to 

develop your own wider programme – known 
as WoodhousePlus.

WoodhousePlus will:

• Encourage you to   
acquire skills beyond    
the academic

• Challenge you to 
develop by experiencing 
something new

• Help you achieve your 
ambition and progress 
to your dream university 
course and career

What you choose will be up 
to you. We expect you to 
devote around 150 hours to 
WoodhousePlus across your 
two years here.  

Why 
WoodhousePlus?

Develop your 
research skills

Write an EPQ

Grow 
creatively

Stage a dramatic production

Boost your 
employability

Complete an internship

Build your 
dream career

Medicine or law academy

Learn a new 
language

GCSE Japanese

Challenge
yourself

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Participate 
actively

Join the College Council 
or volunteer

www.woodhouse.ac.uk10



EPQBadminton Debating Open Art studio Fairtrade 
Group Astronomy Club Creative Writing Maths 

Challenge Chess Film Club Amnesty International 
Slomation Wildlife Club Crochet A Level Choir Mi 
Community Choreography Social Action: Make a 

Difference Investment Club Life Drawing Mixed Touch 
Rugby Create a Computer Game Multimedia Product 

Friday Jam Session Train to Run 10K for Charity 
Ancient Egypt Pop Art Introduction to Contemporary 

Art Psychology Club Beginners’ German Tennis 
Healthy Relationships Talent Show College Magazine 

Karate Latin Islamic Studies Envision Psychology 
workshop Young Heroes Project Mindset Model 
United Nations Committee Volunteering Modern 

Latin American Dancing Yoga Volleyball Freestyle 
Gymnastics Trampolining Keep Fit Body Conditioning 

and Fitness for Girls Origami and 3D Mathematics 
Girls Football Boys Six a side football11 a-side Football 

coaching Rowing BMX

WoodhousePlus 

“It was great 
to have the 

chance to 
try out new 

things”

Ronnie Ah-Chuen
Plays an active role in FemSoc and studied 
Japanese for beginners

Is now running a musical theatre society 
for lower sixth students and organising a 
performance showcase for the talent show

www.woodhouse.ac.uk 11



“I saw the EPQ as an opportunity for 
me to be able to research something 
of interest on a very personal yet 
academically recognised level. 
Climate change was a subject of 
passion for me and it was the perfect 
chance to have a nicely balanced, 
independent and simultaneously 
guided project.

The focus of my EPQ evolved over 
time, as does everyone’s, because 
I discovered the feasibility and 
limitations of my research subject. 
The final title I ended up with was ‘To 
what extent will climate change cause 
the dieback of the Amazon rainforest?’

My research took me through a range 
of sources and I ended up splitting 
my EPQ into 3 sections – the past, 
present and future scenarios of the 
Amazon. I researched patterns of 
variability in climate in the region 
in the past, and was lucky enough 
to be able to interview a professor 
at Reading University who gave me 
a highly useful insight into the mid 
Holocene drought and the effects 
on the Amazon. I was then better 
able to understand and hence link 
the present and future sections and 
look at predictions in climate for the 
region, closing my EPQ with a well 
informed conclusion.

Being a geography student, I was 
in touch with climate change in the 
news on an increasingly regular basis 
and found the term ‘tipping point’ 
particularly intriguing. Amazonia 
is often referred to as the lungs of 
our planet but I wanted to research 
the extent to which it would – or 
wouldn’t – survive the climatic crisis 
of the 21st century, hence I decided 
to do my EPQ on the extent to 
which the Amazon rainforest would 
potentially ‘die back’. 

It’s quite simple to say that you 
get out what you put in (in terms 
of effort), but the EPQ was a vital 
process for me to actually understand 
that you only get the results if you 
put in the work. Before I started the 
EPQ, I had never had to work so hard 
for anything on an individual basis, 
and so it was quite challenging as it 

demanded both time and efficiency. 
I would say that the EPQ taught me 
core skills that have already aided 
me at university in the form of time 
management, coping with stressful 
conditions and meeting deadlines. 
I also feel it added so much to my 
experience at Woodhouse because 
I got the satisfaction of having had 
the chance to research something 
that I’m so interested in, and in great 
depth. 

Lastly, I’d have to give credit to my 
geography teacher. I don’t think I’d 
have accomplished what I did without 
his guidance!

Architecture is another passion of 
mine, which came about due to my 
travels, concerns for environmental 
well-being in the built surroundings, 
and my love of art. But as an 
architect, I’ll have to consider the 
environmental implications of 
designing buildings, and I’m sure 
my EPQ topic will live on forever as 
a cherished memory of my time at 
Woodhouse – and hopefully benefit 
my work in the future.”

The level 3 extended project 
qualification –  EPQ – helps 
students become ‘hands-on’ 
researchers and is excellent 
preparation for university.  It is 
worth half an A level and the subject 
you choose is completely up to you.  

You might want to deepen your 
knowledge of an A level subject 
or choose something which sits 
outside of your academic subjects 
altogether.  Some students research 
and write academic essays – a 
bit like mini-dissertations – while 
others complete product projects 
such as short novels, films, 
inventions or designs.  

If you choose the EPQ, we will 
teach you how to plan, research 
and complete your project.  You 
will develop your presentation and 
evaluation skills too.  

As a key strand of WoodhousePlus, 
we expect the EPQ to be more 
popular than ever in 2017.

Examples of product projects:

• Convert an acoustic guitar into 
a resonator guitar

• An app to guide a remote 
controlled car from a 
smartphone

• A DVD on environmental 
education in primary schools

• Courtroom sketches from        
To Kill a Mockingbird.

Examples of written report titles:

• Exploration of the reach of 
globalisation in Hong Kong    
and Shenzhen

• The origins of Arthurian myths
• The ecological impact of fish 

farming in a Scottish loch
• The effectiveness of Prozac in 

treating depression
• The application of game theory 

to UK business practice.

Why EPQ?

“I wanted to 
study something 

that wasn’t 
related to the 
degree I was 

applying for; it 
was probably 

one of the last 
opportunities to 
do something of 

this sort!”

Karishma left Woodhouse 
in 2016 with A*AA in art, 
geography and maths, and 
an A in her EPQ. She is now 
studying architecture at The 
Bartlett, UCL. 

www.woodhouse.ac.uk12
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Extended
project qualification

Karishma Khajuria
from Queen Elizabeth’s Girls’ School

Now studying at The Bartlett, UCL

Photo: Hellfire Pass, Kanchanaburi, Thailand
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speakersGuest

Our student-run Speakers Corner 
group invites speakers from all walks of 
life to address students at Woodhouse. 
In recent years we have welcomed 
former MP Alistair Darling, financial 
journalist Martin Lewis, Professors 
Jonathan Glover and Steve Jones, 
singer Feargal Sharkey, journalists 
Peter Hitchens and Anne Perkins and 
the author Gina Blaxill, among others. 
We’ve even played host to the world-
famous Wihan Quartet who performed 
one of our student’s A level music 
coursework compositions. Our guest 
speakers have always been extremely 
complimentary of the reception and 
enthusiasm they meet, as well as the 
challenging and informed questioning 
they receive. 

Senior philosophy lecturer
Dr Raj Sehgal

Economist 
Ha-Joon Chang

US Ambassador 
Matthew Barzun

Chairman of Pentland 
Andy Rubin

Labour candidate in 2015
Sarah Sackman

Head of BBC History
Robert Seatter

www.woodhouse.ac.uk14
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Duke of Edinburgh Award

Silver  Gold
We have been participating in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award 
scheme for seven years now and it 
has been a great success. Around 
50 students take part every year 
and they really enjoy the challenge, 
especially the three-day camping 
expeditions, where they hike 50k with 
full backpacks across the North and 
South Downs. The team spirit and 
camaraderie stay with them when they 
return and students develop strength 
of character and, often, enduring 
friendships.

This year we are taking a smaller group 
of students to the Breacon Beacons in 
Wales to complete a Gold expedition. 
Future destinations may include 
Snowdonia and the Lake District.

D of E students make camp on the 
edge of a farmer’s field in Houghton, 
near Arundel, West Sussex

“What an amazing 
experience! 

D of E equipped 
me with skills 

that I’ll use for 
the rest of my life”

Thimali Perera

www.woodhouse.ac.uk 15



MODEL
UNITED NATIONS

“Model UN was a brilliant opportunity 
for me to enhance my research skills 
and feel more integrated into the 
college, as I made lasting friendships. 
It was a privilege to be the Chinese 
delegate of the Security Council and 
to engage in high calibre debate on 
pressing international issues. It really 
expanded my knowledge of world 
politics. A personal highlight was 
receiving both the ‘most persuasive 
speaker’ and ‘best dressed delgate’ 
awards.”

Nana Amuzu

“It was an amazing experience and I 
would totally recommend it. Model 
UN helped me realise that I wanted 
to do a degree in a subject like 
politics as this will let me debate my 
ideas with other people, something 
I discovered I really loved. The 
conference was a great opportunity 
to develop public-speaking skills and 
debate hotly contested issues, like 
the use of child soldiers in conflicts 
and international responses to it.”

Hannah Giles Beskine

“Friendships are made and broken 
here. When one of your best friends 
on the Security Council vetoes a 
motion you’ve been trying to push 
for the best part of 2 hours, it can 
make you feel frustrated. But that 
gets to the heart of what Model UN 
is – a model of how the actual UN 
works. But spending a weekend in 
Birmingham with my friends talking 
about international politics (and 
sneaking out to Nando’s late at 
night) was a great experience.”

Theo Cox Dodgson

Every two years, Woodhouse hosts a Model United Nations conference. Model UN is a popular student event that helps 
develop public speaking and interpersonal skills. Over 150 students from across the UK debate topical international issues 
over a weekend, ending with a presentation from a prestigious guest speaker. Each year, we also send delegates to the 
Model UN event in Birmingham.

Societies

Kira Cochrane, Guardian journalist and feminist writer 
talking to members of Woodhouse FemSoc.

Woodhouse students don’t just wait for us to come up with 
ideas for them: they are very much in control of their own 
destinies – and societies. We encourage students to put 
ideas and opinions into action and, as a result, have very 
active groups within the college such as Spectrum (LGBT 
awareness), the film society, FemSoc (the feminist society) 
and the equality and diversity group.

If you want to start a society, just talk to us when you get 
here and we’ll help you do it.

Woodhouse College continues to have a strong relationship 
with NCS (National Citizen Service), which last year treated 
students at the college to an exclusive performance from 
The X Factor’s Brick City. Each year, many lower sixth 
students boost their CVs and UCAS forms by taking part in 
the autumn half term or summer NCS programme. Working 
through physical, personal and creative challenges, this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience empowers young people to 
build skills and confidence to get ahead in work and life, 
whilst engaging with their local area. Students have the 
chance to work with local partners such as Barnet FC and 
Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk16
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Trips abroad
#WoodhouseInternational

It was once written that ‘an ounce 
of experience is worth a pound 
of science’.  Whilst we wouldn’t 

wish to denigrate the hard work 
of our science students, we do still 
believe that trips often enhance and 
accelerate a student’s understanding 
of the world.

That is why we actively encourage 
staff to organise visits and overseas 
trips to as many far-flung destinations 
as possible. 

Recent international activities have 
included our annual trip for physics 
students to the Large Hadron Collider 
at CERN in Geneva and a geography 
expedition to Morocco, the Atlas 
mountains and the Sahara Desert 
(pictured here). 

Last year our geographers ventured 
even further, to Thailand, and a group 
of history and German students flew 
to Berlin. We also organise an annual 
ski trip.

On top of these we run a very 
popular languages exchange trip to 
Barcelona, and exchanges as part 
of  the European Work Experience 
Programme to Sweden, Italy and 
Germany, which are open to all 
students. 

Already in the calendar for 2017 are 
Berlin, Iceland and Italy, and we hope 
to take a group of students to Tanzania 
in 2018.

The Sahara Desert 
Morocco

www.woodhouse.ac.uk 17



The college is for 16–18-year-olds. 
Almost all of our students are 16 when 
they start the academic year, and they 
come to us straight from Year 11. 
Those who will be 17 at the beginning 
of the academic year are eligible to 
apply, but the college will prioritise 
the applications of 16-year-olds. All 
students are full-time, studying 
A level courses. We consider ourselves 
to be a sixth form college for north 
London and its environs, and we do 
not prioritise applicants who live in 
particular boroughs. However, we 
prefer to offer places to those who live 
within a reasonable travelling distance. 

We stipulate A or B grades in particular 
GCSE subjects, at least a 6 in English 
language and a 5 in maths, and an 
average GCSE score across all subjects 
as follows:
•  3 A levels: 6.0
•  4 A levels: 7.0
   (A* = 8, A = 7, B = 6, etc.)
Note that these are the minimum 
average GCSE scores required.

How mamy subjects do I pick?

3 or 4 A levels. Around 80% of our 
students are likely to study 3 A levels.  
The other 20% will study 4 A level 
courses. In order to be allowed to do 
this, however, you have to achieve a 
higher threshold of grades than you do 
for the 3 A level programme. 

How many places are available?

We usually take about 700 students 
from schools in and around north 
London. We prioritise applicants from 
our partner school, Friern Barnet 
School, but they still have to meet the 
same entry requirements as everyone 
else. We also prioritise looked-after 
children and care-leavers. We know 
that not all students who are offered 
a place will actually come: some fail to 
get the grades, others choose to stay 
at their own school sixth form or go 
elsewhere. So we offer more places 
than we actually have. 

What criteria are used for offering 
places?

The criteria include your academic 
potential, journey to college, school 
report, combination of subjects, as well 
as your contribution to your current 
school and participation in extra-
curricular activities. Please be aware 
that in recent years the college has 
been heavily oversubscribed in some 
subjects and so we cannot guarantee 
to offer a place to all applicants who 
meet our minimum criteria.

When will I hear whether I have a 
conditional place or not?
 

We aim to let everyone know the 
outcome of their application by the 
end of February 2017. 

Can I change subjects after I have 
submitted my application?

If you would like to change subjects, 
please email admissions@woodhouse.
ac.uk informing us which subjects you 
wish to change as soon as possible.

Can I change subjects after I have been 
offered a place?

We will do our best to accommodate 
you but cannot guarantee this since 
other subjects may be full. We would 
also need to consider your (predicted) 
grade profile. Likewise, if you wish 
to change courses following the 
publication of GCSE results, we will do 
what we can to facilitate your request.

What happens if I do not reach the 
offer conditions?

You may lose your place, but in some 
cases students who narrowly miss the 
offer grades are accepted if we can 
fit them in. Sometimes we have to 
renegotiate the course. Note that all 
students are expected to have passed 
GCSE maths at grade 5 and English 
language at grade 6 or above.

Do we operate any quotas when 
selecting students? 
 

No, all applicants are judged on their 
merits and we operate no quotas of 
any sort.

Your

November 2016

Online applications are open 
from 12th November 2016 

as soon as our Open Day has 
ended. Visit our website

March 2017

Offer acceptance day
8th March 2017

January 2017

Applications close 16th 
January 2017 at noon

Who can apply?

What qualifications do I need to 
apply?

How many subjects do I pick? When will I hear whether I have 
a conditional place or not?

What criteria are used for 
offering places?

How many places are available? Can I change subjects after I 
have submitted my application?

Can I change subjects after I 
have been offered a place?

What happens if I do not reach 
the offer conditions?

Do we operate any quotas when 
selecting students? 

The minimum application criteria:

• An average GCSE Grade B
• Grade 6 in English language
• Grade 5 in mathematics
• Plus any course specific requirement

www.woodhouse.ac.uk18



application

September 2017

Term commences Friday 
1st September 2017

August 2017

GCSE results day
24th August 2017

Enrolment 24th and
25th August 2017

July 2017

Introductory afternoon for 
new students is 5th July 

2017

What happens if I decide not to take 
up my place?

You would need to let us know if you 
wish to withdraw, either in writing 
during the admissions process or by 
returning your registration form on 
GCSE results day, indicating that you 
do not wish to take up your place. 

If I get a waiting list place what are my 
chances?  

This varies from year to year and often 
depends on which subjects are wanted. 
It is not possible to put any sort of 
figure on this. The more flexible you 
are about your subject choices, the 
more likely it is that we can fit you 
in. If you are keen to have a place, let 
us know after the GCSE results are 
published.

Are applications processed in date 
order? 

No, applications received before the 
deadline are all treated equally. But we 
cannot process your application until 
we have received the report from your 
school.

Can I see my school reference?

No, we have asked for a confidential 
school report so we will not let you 
see this. Should you have any concerns 
about your reference, you would need 
to discuss this with your school.

Can I reapply if I am not offered a 
place?

Yes, you can reapply on GCSE results 
day by coming into Woodhouse with 
your results. You must still have met 
our minimum entry criteria, and we 
would need to see a school reference 
or report. We consider students from 
our waiting list before new or re-
applications. 

If I change my mind about a co,
urse once I have started can I change? 
 

This may be possible but any changes 
must be requested quickly and will 
depend on space availability and your 
grade profile. Your personal tutor and 
other staff will support you in this.
What happens if a subject is cancelled?
This happens very rarely. If we have to 
withdraw a subject, we would do our 
utmost to provide you with a suitable 
alternative.

I wish to come to the UK just to study, 
can I aly?

We do not hold Tier 4 sponsorship with 
the UK Border Agency and therefore 
are unable to consider students in this 
category.

I currently live overseas, can I apply?

If you are returning to the UK by 
August 2017 and will be living with 
a parent who has the right to remain 
in the UK for the full duration of your 
course, then we can consider your 
application. If you are not studying 
GCSE/IGCSE or O levels then you 
will need to get a ‘statement of 
compatibility’ from UK NARIC. If 
we are able to offer you a place, it 
would be helpful if you are available 
to attend the offer acceptance day on 
Wednesday 8th March 2017.

Are there any fees?

The college is funded directly by the 
government and is free to EU citizens. 
We do ask for a £100 contribution 
towards books and materials and 
charge a deposit of £50. The deposit is 
returnable at the end of the course. 

Application deadline: 
Noon on 16th January 2017.

Receipt of confidential school report: 
10th February 2017. 
(If we do not receive this by the 
deadline, we may not be able to 
process your application.)

What happens if I decide not to 
take up my place?

Can I reapply if I am not offered 
a place?

Are applications processed in 
date order? 

If I get put on the waiting list, 
what are my chances?  

Can I see my school reference?

If I change my mind about a 
course once I have started,
can I change? 

I wish to come to the UK just to 
study. Can I apply?

I currently live overseas. Can I 
apply?

Are there any fees?

apply online at www.woodhouse.ac.uk

Key deadlines
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“Accounting is not as difficult as 
everyone thinks. It seems
 confusing when you first see 

a question, but when the teacher 
explains and shows a few examples, 
it becomes so much easier and it 
just makes sense.  A key to success 
in accounting is practice, practice, 
practice. 

I found financial statements for sole 
traders most interesting, as I am 
most likely to use that knowledge 
in the future. Also, it starts off quite 
easy and becomes more challenging, 
requiring you to use your general 
accounting knowledge and to apply 
some logic.

I have learnt to pay attention to 
detail, as it’s the little things that 
make the difference. I find that 
teachers here treat us more like 
adults and are understanding and 
helpful. We get a lot of resources and 
subject-related opportunities.”

Studying A level accounting will 
help you develop knowledge and 
understanding of the purposes 
of accounting and apply this to 
a variety of business problems. 
You’ll learn about the collection 
and collation of financial data and 
how to present these in a form that 
allows an organisation to survive 
and thrive. 

You’ll develop the ability to 
acquire a range of important and 
transferable skills, such as dealing 
with data, identifying and solving 
problems, planning work and 
taking into account the demands 
of the task and the time available 
to complete it. You’ll then learn 
to work on more complex case-
study material that requires making 
judgements, solving problems and 
justifying recommendations.

Many of our students go on to study 
finance or related degree courses 
at Russell Group universities and 
Oxbridge.

1. The role of the accountant 
2. Types of business organisation
3. The double entry model
4. Verification of accounting records
5. Accounting concepts
6. Preparation of financial
    statements of sole traders
7. Limited company accounts
8. Analysis and evaluation of
    financial information
9. Budgeting
10. Marginal costing
11. Costing and variance analysis
12. Absorption and activity based
      costing
13. Capital investment appraisal
14. Accounting for organisations
      with incomplete records
15. Partnership accounts
16. Limited companies
17. Interpretation, analysis and
      communication of accounting
      information
18. The impact of ethical
     considerations

Why accounting?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Paper 1
Topics 1–8, 14–18 of syllabus

Exam
3hrs
120 marks

50%

Paper 2
Topics 1–3, 8–13, 17–18 

Exam
3hrs
120 marks

50%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE maths

“Accounting was 
a good choice 

for me because 
I want to set up 

my own business 
after university”

Kinga left in 2016 with A 
grades in accouning,
business and geography. She 
is now studying for a degree 
in business management at 
King’s College London.
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Accounting

Kinga Niesciur
from Bishop Douglass School

Now studying at 
King’s College London
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“I think the art course here is 
good for you as an artist. Being 
challenged to use unfamiliar 

media and really work on your skills 
is definitely useful. I also took the 
life drawing enrichment which 
was a good experience. I was used 
to drawing in sections like parts 
of buildings or just the head and 
shoulders of a figure. To draw the 
whole person and try to get all 
the proportions correct was really 
interesting. Watercolour and ink are 
my favourite media to work with,  
using them wet and then blending 
some colours while keeping others. 
You can’t get the richness of colour 
that you would with acrylic but the 
subtle changes in tone more than 
make up for it.

I find looking at progression through 
art, especially architecture, very 
interesting and I learn things in art 
that inform my history studies. We 
study art in the context of when 
and where it was made, like David 
Bomberg painting in Jerusalem 
after the First World War, to better 
understand the work.

Materially, it’s a really well resourced 
department. I’ve never wanted for 
anything here; if you need a palette 

knife or more obscure item, they 
usually have it. The dedicated art 
library is really great and I use it 
almost every day. Finding research 
books of artists you are studying is 
so useful, but also having a room that 
is just for artists, with computers, 
Photoshop, cameras and copiers… 
it’s a real luxury.”

A level art & design provides a 
fantastic opportunity for students 
to explore their creative talents. 
One in every six jobs in the UK 
held by graduates in 2014 was in 
the creative economy, showing the 
importance of art as a subject.  

Art students at Woodhouse develop 
their creativity and produce a 
diverse range of creative work.  
Essential skills in drawing, painting, 
print, 3D, analysis, problem-
solving, research, experimenting 
and presentation are all a part of 
the course. Many of these skills are 
transferable across other subjects 
and are highly valuable in all areas 
of education and work.  

More than 50% of art students 
progress onto creative courses 
such as architecture, history 
of art, animation, and art and 
design foundation. This includes 
institutions such as UCL (the 
Bartlett School of Architecture), the 
Courtauld Institute of Art, Central 
Saint Martins and many others.  
Many art students also progress 
onto non-art-related degree 
courses.  

The course centres mostly on fine-
art approaches and you will explore 
techniques from a variety of stimuli 
while completing practical projects.  
This will include man-made and 
natural forms, the human figure, 
landscape, architecture and other 
starting points.  

Your art skills and techniques will 
develop through taught workshops 
and research. You will learn to 
analyse the work of well-known 
artists and develop personal themes, 
producing final outcomes that show 
your skills and ideas. These can be 
in the form of sculptures, paintings, 
mixed-media work, textiles, 
ceramics and other forms.  

Why art & design?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Personal investigation
• Students produce a portfolio
   of work over a number of weeks
   including supporting work and final 
   piece
• This will also include a written
   personal study of 1,000 to 3,000
   words

Coursework
• marked out of 72

• marked out of 18

60%

Externally set assignment 
• Students produce a portfolio of
   work over many weeks, then
   produce an unaided piece
   of work in a timed exam

Exam
15hrs 40%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE art

“The dedicated 
art library is 

really great and 
I use it almost 

every day”

Robert is currently in his 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying art, history and 
maths. He plans to study 
history at degree level and is 
applying to Cambridge.

www.woodhouse.ac.uk22
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Art & design

Robert Killingback Isherwood 
from Alexandra Park School 

Current Woodhouse student
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At Woodhouse, you feel like 
you’re supported in your
 studies, and your teachers 

really care. They are always open to 
answering any questions you have 
or helping you with a concept you 
find difficult. For me, learning at 
Woodhouse has been more than just 
reading out of a textbook – class 
discussion plays a big role in your 
lessons and allows you to develop 
your ideas and understanding in a 
unique way through the incorporation 
of your peers’ viewpoints and 
knowledge. I’m never afraid to ask 
a question, as my peers are really 
helpful, and not knowing something 
doesn’t seem like a bad thing – just a 
fun challenge to overcome.

I think that biology, along with 
physics and chemistry, provides you 
with certain analytical skills which 
are useful throughout your whole 
life. Experiments are based on finding 
evidence – then finding some more 
evidence – and then questioning the 
evidence, trying to figure out other 
reasons for why something might 
be how it is and not just blindly 
accepting anything. I think this ability 

to question what you learn is really 
vital in a lot of ways, and having 
to interpret data and recognise 
anomalies will come in handy in any 
future career.”

“My passion 
comes from my 

fascination with 
the mechanics 
of the cellular 

world”

“ You’ll learn about the complexity 
and diversity of life with such 
detail that you’ll become an expert 
in plant, bacterial and animal 
physiologies. Successful students 
will become problem-solvers, 
logical thinkers, and will be able 
to apply their advanced biological 
knowledge to unfamiliar contexts. 
Twelve compulsory experiments 
will produce practical scientists 
who can analyse data and evaluate 
methodologies expertly.

Many students go on to 
study biological, chemical, or 
environmental sciences. Others 
pursue courses in psychology, 
physiology, or sport sciences.  
Students with exceptional GCSE 
and A level grades go on to study 
the biological or natural sciences at 
Oxford or Cambridge, or vocational 
courses like medicine, veterinary 
sciences or dentistry.  

Visits, guest speakers, essay 
competitions, university summer 
schools, the Biology Olympiad, as 
well as an expedition to Iceland are 
all available to our students.  

You’ll begin with an in-depth 
analysis of the chemistry of 
biological molecules, then cellular 
biology, along with the functions of 
up to ten intra-cellular structures.  
From the microscopic to much 
larger systems, the transportation 
systems of plants, insects, fish 
and mammals are studied. Larger 
still, you’ll learn how diversity 
emerges in whole populations due 
to mutation and natural selection.  
The biochemistry of photosynthesis 
and respiration in ecosystems 
comes next, then homeostasis and 
the nervous systems of individual 
organisms. Ending where you began 
– at the molecular level – genetics, 
inheritance and the control of gene 
expression complete the course and 
this prepares you for studying the 
biological sciences at university.

Why biology?

Course content

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

• Molecules
• Cells
• Exchange
• Diversity

Exam
2hrs
91 marks. Short and 
long questions with 
an extended response 
question of 15 marks

35%

• Energy
• Response
• Genetics
• Genetic control

Exam
2hrs
91 marks. Short and 
long questions with 
a comprehension 
question of 15 marks

35%

Examines all eight topics through 
questions and an essay

Exam
2hrs
78 marks. Short and 
long questions with an 
essay of 25 marks

30%

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grades ABB in GCSE sciences. Grades AB accepted if double science taken. 
Grade 6 in GCSE maths

After her first year at 
Woodhouse, Lynn attended 
a summer school with the 
Sutton Trust. She then went 
on to win a scholarship and 
full bursary to Middlebury 
College, the prestigious 
liberal arts college in 
Vermont, USA. 

She left Woodhouse in 2016 
with an A in religious studies 
and Bs in biology and classical 
civilisation.
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Biology

Lynn Travnikova
from St Michael’s Catholic Grammar School

Now studying at Middlebury College, Vermont, USA
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“I really enjoyed my time studying 
business at Woodhouse.  At 
the end of our AS year, we 

were given the opportunity to put 
theory into practice by forming small 
versions of businesses within the 
classes. Each group had an ‘employee’ 
for finance, operations, marketing 
and a CEO. In our teams we created 
and marketed a product which was 
then sold to the rest of the college in 
our ‘enterprise fair’. My team, ‘Sweet 
Tooth’, made and sold blue lemonade 
and chocolate skewers. We managed 
to turn a small profit which was then 
donated to charity.

As part of business studies 
at Woodhouse you have the 
opportunity to apply for the Career 
Ready programme. I was selected 
andwent on many trips to high profile 
organisations such as Citibank, 
Pentland Group, Ambition, Olswang 
and Barclays. I then applied and 
was selected for an internship at 
the Bank of England in financial risk 
management. It was a most valuable 
and rewarding experience, despite 
missing out on my summer holidays!”

“I’ve learnt 
a number of 
essential life 

skills, like the 
importance of 

confidence, 
communication 
and teamwork”

“ This course introduces you to the 
dynamic business environment and 
the importance of entrepreneurial 
activity in creating business 
opportunities and sustaining 
business growth. You’ll develop 
a wide range of essential skills 
required for higher education and 
employment.

You’ll have the opportunity to 
apply for a place in our Career 
Ready programme which includes 
talks by guru lecturers, visits, work 
experience and links with mentors 
in the world of work. 

A degree in this subject is a 
traditional route to a range of 
careers in business management, 
international business and other 
business related courses at Russell 
Group universities. Many business 
students also take advantage 
of school leaver schemes and 
apprenticeships.

The focus of this course is to 
nurture an enthusiasm for studying 
business using contemporary 
contexts, allowing learners to 
develop an appreciation of the 
strategic, complex and inter-related 
nature of business issues from a 
local to a global perspective.

Through three main components 
– business opportunities and 
functions, business analysis and 
strategy, and business in a changing 
world – you’ll gain an understanding 
of the important role played by 
small businesses in the economy 
and the opportunities that exist 
for entrepreneurs, as well as the 
importance of established business 
and not-for-profit organisations in 
providing goods and services.

Why business studies?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Business opportunities and functions
Exam

2hrs 15mins
80 marks

33.3%

Business analysis and strategy
Exam

2hrs 15mins
80 marks

33.3%

Business in a changing world
Exam

2hrs 15mins
80 marks

33.3%

Course content

Examining board - WJEC

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE maths. Business studies cannot be taken in conjunction with 
economics

Georgie left Woodhouse in 
2016 with an A* in business 
studies and is now working 
at the BBC on a Business 
Management Higher 
Apprenticeship.
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Business

Georgie Ephgrave
from The Compton School

Now working as a Business 
Management Higher Apprentice 
at the BBC

studies
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Chemistry has a role in our 
everyday life and has been 
integral to industrialisation, 

medicine and engineering. I chose to 
study it at A level because, as well as 
enjoying the challenge it presents, 
I like that it’s based completely on 
facts.

I love learning in a visual way through 
experiments. The foam experiment 
(pictured) in which we’d burn gas-
filled soap in our hands (safely!) and 
see the flames was really exciting.

We went on a trip to see how mass 
spectrometry worked and what it was 
used for. It helped me understand 
the topic much better and it was very 
interesting to see what we’d read 
about in action. We also went to a 
workshop at the Hunterian Museum 
and listened to lectures about career 
paths and it helped me understand 
the many careers chemistry leads 
to, such as medicine, chemical 
engineering, dentistry and, even, law 
and journalism.

The teachers are very dedicated. In 
a way they’re like our mentors – any 
issues you have or problems, they’re 

always there to help. But I know that 
no matter how good the teacher is, if 
you don’t push yourself, you may not 
get the grades you want. Independent 
study is key and you need to make 
sure you hit the ground running by 
starting revision straightaway.”

“Lessons are 
incredibly active 

and the practicals 
are great fun”

 

“ Chemistry A level will inspire and 
nurture your passion for the subject 
and lay the groundwork for further 
study. It is important that you like 
and are confident in mathematics, 
as 20% of the course involves the 
application of maths. 

Students gain many transferable 
skills such as logical thinking, 
problem solving, team work, 
communication and independent 
study skills, and develop their 
ability to apply their scientific 
knowledge and these skills to 
unfamiliar contexts. Many go on 
to study medicine, chemistry, 
biochemistry, biomedical sciences, 
pharmacy and chemical engineering.  
Students with exceptional grades 
go on to study chemistry or natural 
sciences at Oxford or Cambridge or 
vocational courses like medicine, 
veterinary sciences or dentistry.
  
The Chemistry in Action conference, 
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge, 
summer schools, the RSC Chemistry 
Olympiad, guest speakers, and 
an expedition to Iceland are all 
available to our students. We also 
run a spectroscopy workshop and 
take groups of students to UCL.

The course is divided into three 
disciplines: 

Physical chemistry topics: atomic 
structure, amount of substance, 
bonding, thermodynamics, kinetics, 
equilibria, redox and electrode 
potentials.

Inorganic chemistry topics: groups 2 
and 7, periodicity, transition metals 
and reactions of ions in aqueous 
solution.

Organic chemistry topics: functional 
group chemistry, mechanisms, 
isomerism, polymers, proteins and 
DNA, organic synthesis and analysis.

Why chemistry?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

• Relevant physical chemistry topics
• Inorganic chemistry
• Relevant practical skills

Exam
2hrs
105 marks – short and 
long questions

35%

• Relevant physical chemistry topics
• Organic chemistry
• Relevant practical skills

Exam
2hrs
105 marks – short and 
long questions 

35%

• Any content and any practical skills
   may be assessed

Exam
2hrs
90 marks (40 on 
practical techniques 
and data analysis, 20 
on testing across the 
specification, 30 on 
multiple choice)

30%

Course contentExamining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grades ABB in GCSE sciences. Grades AB accepted if double science taken. 
Grade 6 in GCSE maths

Sonya left Woodhouse 
in 2016 with three As in 
chemistry, biology and maths. 
She is currently on a paid 
internship at a dental practice 
where she will become a 
fully qualified dental nurse, 
before studying dentistry at 
university in 2017. She also 
plans to travel to Tanzania on 
the Gap Medics programme 
to shadow dentists there.
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Sonya Soltani Pari
from The Compton School

Currently interning as a dental 
nurse before studying dentistry
at university in 2017

Chemistry
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I think one of the most important 
things I’ve learnt from classical 
civilisation is how much the 

distant past has influenced our 
modern societies. After studying even 
just a few classical texts, I am able to 
recognise links to ancient myths in so 
many of the fictional books I read. 

Having studied the origins of 
democracy, I now have a better 
understanding of modern politics. I 
can even see the influence of classical 
design in modern British architecture! 
It’s pretty much impossible not to 
recognise the legacy of the ancient 
world once you’ve studied it.

Coming to Woodhouse was a 
completely new experience but I 
couldn’t have had a better welcome. 

The teaching is very supportive, and 
you get a lot of individual attention 
and personalised feedback.”

Studying A level classical civilisation 
at Woodhouse will provide you 
with an opportunity to learn about 
ancient history and literature from 
both Greece and Rome, and their 
surrounding worlds. You will have 
the opportunity to study a wide 
range of topics, with an emphasis 
on responding critically to and 
engaging with a wealth of sources 
and ideas, developing analytical 
skills readily transferable to other 
subjects, and further study of the 
classical world. During the course 
you’ll benefit from study days, with 
the opportunity to attend lectures 
given by renowned classicists 
as well as hear talks by former 
students and take trips to museums 
and galleries.

In recent years, many Woodhouse 
students have gone on to study 
classical civilisation or a closely 
related degree course at Russell 
Group universities and Oxbridge. 
A good degree in this subject will 
open doors and allow you to pursue 
a career in a variety of fields such as 
law, the media, the civil service and 
business.

You will have the opportunity 
to study both Greece and Rome 
and their surrounding worlds 
through topics such as heroism, 
epic literature, the invention of 
the barbarian, politics and religion, 
and love and beliefs. You will 
study material from both Greece 
and Rome drawn from diverse 
time periods ranging from Archaic 
Greece to Imperial Rome. This 
material will encompass aspects of 
literature, visual/material culture 
and classical thought in their 
respective social, historical and 
cultural contexts. You will study a 
range of evidence, and use this to 
form substantiated judgments and 
responses.

Why classical 
civilisation?“

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

The World of the hero
A compulsory component comprising 
an in-depth study of:
• Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey
• Virgil’s Aeneid

Exam
100 marks
2hrs 20mins

40%

Culture and the arts
Possible topics include:
• Imperial image and invention of
   the barbarian

Exam
75 marks
1hr 45mins 

30%

Beliefs and ideas
Possible topics include:
• Greek religion, politics of the 
   Roman Republic, and love and 
   relationships

Exam
75 marks
1hr 45mins

30%

Course content

Examining board - OCR

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE English literature

“The critical 
thinking, detailed 

analysis and 
research skills 
I’ve developed 
will definitely 

help me in  
whichever career 

I pursue”

Sandy left Woodhouse in 
2016 with A*s in classical 
civilisation, history and 
English literature, as well 
as an A* in her extended 
project. She is now studying 
for a degree in classics at 
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford 
University.
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Computer science A level 
appealed to me because I 
find computers interesting 

and challenging, especially the 
programming side. I really want to 
get into the computing industry and 
thought it would give me valuable 
subject experience before university.

We took a trip to the Science 
Museum, which was useful, and 
another to Middlesex University, 
which was great because it was a 
taster day for a computer science 
degree. It was really hands on and 
we got to interact with a few robots 
that they’d built and learn about how 
they worked. Also, we got to use 
electronics and build an AND gate on 
a circuit board, which was fun.

The theory side of the course is not 
as difficult because you just need to 
learn how the process works, but the 
programming can be quite tough. The 
programming side of the course will 
stay with me because learning Visual 
Basic enabled me to go on to teach 
myself other programming languages 
such as Java and C# in my free time.”

“A level computer 
science taught 

me how to code 
and has given 

me the necessary 
foundations for 
further study”

“ The only constant in computer 
science is change – new devices 
and apps appear daily. Computer 
programs control the internet of 
things – your washing machine, 
your heating and electricity, your 
location on Google, your car… A 
good programmer will never be 
out of a job! We’ll challenge you 
to think computationally and to 
approach problems methodically. 
You’ll program and design systems 
using an algorithmic approach, and 
develop an understanding of the 
powers and limitations of humans 
and machines by learning their 
principles of operation. 

Students progress to Russell 
Group universities or take up 
apprenticeships with leading 
companies to become programmers, 
computer engineers, big data 
analysts, computer game 
designers or specialists in the 
telecommunications industry. 

You’ll use gadgets such as Arduino, 
Raspberry Pi and Lego Mindstorm, 
and attend coding workshops and 
university taster days. Students 
are encouraged to run hackathons, 
lead masterclasses and set up study 
groups to share their expertise and 
knowledge. 

You will gain an in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of 
how computers work, including 
microprocessors, memory, storage, 
operating systems and network 
architectures. You’ll build your 
programming skills through 
problem-solving scenarios. You’ll 
gain an understanding of machine 
code, functional, procedural, object-
oriented, declarative and low-level 
programming. You will also be able 
to normalise numbers, perform 
binary arithmetic operations and 
conversions between different 
number systems, and develop an 
understanding of the principles of 
operation of hardware. 

Why computer 
science?

Course content
PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

• Fundamentals of programming
• Fundamentals of data structures
• Fundamentals of algorithms
• Theory of computation

On-screen exam
2hrs 30mins 40%

 • Fundamentals of data
    representation, computer systems
    organisation and architecture
• Consequences of uses of
    computing
• Fundamentals of communication, 
    networking and databases, and
    functional programming
• Big data

Written exam
2hrs 30mins 40%

Solve or investigate a practical 
problem

Coursework 20%

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE computer science and grade 6 in GCSE maths or grade 7 in 
GCSE maths if no computer science is taken

Sarah left Woodhouse in 
2016 with Bs in computer 
science, biology and 
philosophy. She is now 
studying for a degree in 
computer-games technology 
at the University of 
Portsmouth.
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For me, dance has been an 
extremely interesting and 
refreshing course. The active 

nature of the subject makes it 
different from my other subjects and 
that helps to keep me engaged and 
have fun while I learn. 

The course is quite varied and 
although we dance a lot, we also 
learn about the body and how it 
works when you dance, which has 
been very intriguing. There’s more to 
it than just spins and pirouettes!
 
I have used many of the moves and 
much of the information learned in 
lessons to my benefit. They have 
helped me to dance in a more elegant 
manner and enabled me to pass 
auditions for shows. 

Help and advice is always on 
hand, and we are supported and 
encouraged to perform. I even got 
the opportunity to perform at the 
Royal Albert Hall along with some of 
our college musicians.”

“Dance has 
helped me 

improve my 
confidence and 

background 
knowledge of the 

theatre”

“ Do you love to dance, want to 
develop your technique, your 
choreographic skills and improve 
your performance? Are you 
interested in developing your 
theoretical knowledge of how 
dancers train their bodies? Are you 
interested in how choreographic 
devices work? Do you want to 
deepen your appreciation of 
professional works? 

A level dance is a varied course 
that explores and assesses all of 
these aspects. If you’re planning a 
career in dance then this course will 
give you the grounding you need 
to move on to a specialist degree 
course. 

You’ll develop your confidence, 
communication skills, analytical 
and evaluative ability, a belief 
in the power of teamwork and, 
above everything, you’ll have the 
opportunity to explore and expand 
upon your love of dance. You 
will also take trips to see several 
performances and have workshops 
with professional practitioners.

Knowledge, understanding and skills 
will be developed and demonstrated 
within performance, choreography 
and critical engagement with the 
study of professional repertoire 
located within specific areas of 
study. The study of professional 
dance works promotes the 
integration of theory and practice 
and underpins students’ own 
approaches to performance and 
choreography.
 
Areas of study provide students 
with the opportunity to investigate 
the key changes in the development 
of dance linked to a genre(s) and 
allow students to demonstrate 
contextual understanding through 
written communication and 
performance.

Why dance?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Performance
• Solo performance in the style of a
   specified practitioner
• Performance in a quartet
• Choreograph a group dance

Practical exam 50%

Critical engagement
• Set work and area of study
• Optional set work and area of
   study

Written exam
2hrs 30mins 50%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE dance.  If GCSE dance not studied, you’ll need a background in 
formal dance training and will be required to take part in a short audition.

Sario left Woodhouse in 
2016 with B grades in dance 
and theatre studies. Before 
applying to study drama at 
Royal Holloway in 2017, he is 
taking a gap year to expand 
his professional experience by 
auditioning and performing.
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I loved drama here because a lot 
of the focus is on the practical. 
We studied practitioners and 

rehearsal techniques and played 
crazy drama games like ‘zip zap 
boing’. Making fools of yourselves 
in the games unites you as a 
company – and that’s how it felt at 
Woodhouse – that we were a proper 
drama company, not just a class. We 
all worked together and built trust 
which is important because when 
you’re acting alongside one another 
you need the trust that you’ll make 
each other look good. It’s all about 
team work. It reminded me of my 
experiences at the National Youth 
Theatre.

We went to some great plays 
together. We saw Othello by 
Frantic Assembly and Macbeth at 
the Young Vic. I hung out with my 
drama mates a lot. What I really like 
about Woodhouse is that everyone 
is starting afresh, you’re not going 
into a place that’s already full of 
friendship groups and cliques and 
things – everyone just wants to meet 
each other.

I found Woodhouse a really friendly 
environment. I’m quite good at 
working independently but I know 

it can be a change for some if you 
come from a nurturing school that’s 
really helped you along. But it’s really 
important to get used to working 
independently before you go to uni, 
otherwise that’s going to be a big 
step up. Woodhouse prepares you 
for that.”

“It feels like 
we are a proper 

drama company, 
not just a class”

“ This course will provide you with 
an opportunity to analyse, direct 
and perform a wide range of plays. 
The emphasis is on learning from 
practical work. 

You will have the opportunity to 
gain confidence through performing 
devised and scripted plays. You 
will learn how to work as a team 
and communicate effectively, 
gaining confidence that will help 
you in all aspects of your life. You 
will also be able to analyse plays 
from a performer’s, designer’s and 
director’s perspective and gain an 
understanding of the playwright’s 
intentions. Many of our students go 
on to study drama at Russell Group 
universities or train to be actors at 
prestigious drama schools. 

We offer a wide range of theatre 
trips which will include experimental 
and more traditional productions 
and tours of theatres. You will 
also take part in workshops run by 
visiting practitioners like Frantic 
Assembly and Splendid Productions.  

Our drama hall is equipped with a 
full lighting rig and sound system, 
a conventional proscenium arch 
stage and moveable seating to 
create more intimate acting spaces.  
Productions are well attended and 
have enjoyed a lot of success. Our 
teachers are very experienced 
and have worked professionally in 
theatre and television. 

You will have the opportunity to 
study 5 texts and 2 practitioners, 
which will include a diverse list of 
plays from Ancient Greek tragedy 
to modern drama. You will explore 
how to make a 2,000-year-old play 
relevant for a modern audience 
and how to devise an exciting and 
dynamic piece of theatre. The 
emphasis will be on creating a brave 
ensemble of actors and directors 
who are not afraid to take risks and 
develop a diverse range of skills. 

Why drama & theatre 
studies?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Devising
• Devising an original piece of 
   theatre
• Writing a portfolio of coursework

Internally assessed
80 marks
performance
coursework

40%

Text in performance
• A group performance of a play 
   chosen by the teacher
• A monologue or duologue

Internally assessed
60 marks
coursework 

20%

Theatre makers in practice
Work will include:
• A live theatre review
• Interpretation of the staging of 
   Machinal by Treadwell
• Creating a concept for a 
   production of Antigone by
   Sophocles 

Exam
2hrs 30mins
80 marks

40%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE drama if taken. If not taken at GCSE, students must have 
performance experience and Grade 6 in GCSE English literature

Daisy left Woodhouse in 
2016 with A*AB in drama, 
English literature and history. 
She is currently auditioning 
and performing on TV and 
in the theatre. She recently 
starred as a regular character 
in ITV drama Cold Feet and 
will be seen in a major role 
on BBC’s Silent Witness in 
January 2017. She is applying 
to study drama at Manchester 
University in 2017.
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Economics is great because it’s 
a humanities subject in some 
senses and and a science in 

others. You get to explore political 
issues with a scientific edge and 
understand the world around you 
using economics. The teachers are 
really good at both teaching you the 
course and around the course. 

If you want to get an A, you’ll have to 
keep up with current events because 
everything we study comes up at 
different times in the news. Read The 
Economist! At the end of last year we 
were looking at what the EU meant 
and of course over the summer 
there was a huge change, so we 
were able to relate to the potential 
consequences of Brexit. 

We were given a project to make a 
video that explained an economics 
term. My group made a rap video 
about merit goods and it came out 
really well. The college put it on their 
YouTube page. I also managed our 
Speakers Corner group last year and 
we brought in loads of great speakers 
– economists, politicians and lawyers. 
we really got to drill David Lammy 
(Labour MP for Tottenham) and Mike 
Freer (local Conservative MP) on their 
parties’ economic policies.

My Woodhouse experience has been 
fantastic. Not only is it very friendly 
and professional, it’s also a lot of 
fun. I’ve met some of my closest 
friends here and even after a year, 
I’m still meeting new people. And 
from a work perspective you get 
everything you need. You have to 
be sensible, independent and work 
wisely at home and in study periods, 
but if you are willing to do that, it’s 
a great experience both socially and 
academically.”

‘

“Economics is a 
skill set – you can 

go into any area 
with it”

“ Studying A level economics will 
allow you to understand how scarce 
resources are allocated and the 
choices that consumers and firms 
make within a market. 

You’ll discover how markets work 
and the positive and negative 
outcomes produced by the workings 
of such a market (microeconomics). 
You’ll be exposed to strategies 
the government uses to deal with 
issues such as unemployment, 
inflation, debt and international 
trade (macroeconomics), and learn 
to interrogate these strategies and 
understand the impact they have on 
the consumer and the firm.

You will have the opportunity to 
apply for a place on our Career 
Ready programme which will include 
talks by guru lecturers, visits, work 
experience and links with mentors 
in the world of work. A degree in 
this subject is a traditional route 
to a range of careers in finance, 
banking and insurance. Many of our 
students go on to study economics 
or related degree courses at Russell 
Group universities and Oxbridge.

The course encompasses three 
main components: microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and globalisation/
trade and development. You will 
develop an understanding of 
economic concepts and theories, 
problems and economic institutions 
that affect everyday life. You will 
learn about the roles of the key 
players in any economy – the firm, 
the consumer and the government. 
You will develop a critical approach 
to economic models as well as the 
strategies used to solve some of 
the current economic problems in 
the UK. All students will develop 
analytical skills in selecting, 
interpreting and using data from a 
range of sources.

Why economics?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Economic principles
• Compulsory multichoice questions
• Compulsory structured questions

Exam
1hr 30mins
60 marks 30%

Exploring economic behaviour
• Compulsory data response
   questions to assess all of the 
   A level content

Exam
2hrs 30mins
80 marks 30%

Evaluating economic models and 
policies
• Microeconomics
• Macroeconomics
• Trade and development

Exam
2hrs 30mins
90 marks 40%

Course content

Examining board - WJEC

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE maths. Economics cannot be taken in conjunction with 
business studies

Ben is currently in his 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying economics, classics 
and history. He is planning 
to apply to King’s College 
London to read political 
economy.
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There’s a great balance of 
independent and group work. 
Discussions allow you to 

practise speaking formally – essential 
in later life for job/uni interviews – as 
well as gaining secondary opinions 
and viewpoints. Debates concerning 
the extent to which language change 
is a good or bad thing are very 
thought-provoking in a positive way 
and help you to articulate arguments 
in a structured and lucid manner.

I have learnt the importance of 
being able to constructively critique 
my own (creative) writing in order 
to improve its quality. Performing 
well under pressure is essential and 
practising annotating sources and 
writing in timed conditions has been 
invaluable.

The coursework process was very 
challenging yet rewarding. I created 
my own short story and magazine 
article, which really helped me 
to explore the style and genre I 
preferred to write in. You learn 
about your potential as a writer, and 
developing a piece of literature has 
inspired me to continue creative 
writing.”

“The college’s 
provision of 

resources for 
wider reading 

around the 
subject has 

increased my 
understanding”

“ Studying English language will 
open up new perspectives on the 
world around you as you increase 
your awareness of all aspects of 
interaction and expression. You’ll 
develop your knowledge of the 
technical aspects of language 
and enhance your analytical skills 
through exploring the relationship 
between texts of all types and their 
contexts. 

Many students go on to study 
an English-related subject at 
university, such as linguistics, 
English language, speech and 
language therapy, creative writing 
and journalism. Others successfully 
apply for subjects such as law and 
psychology. 

You’ll attend journalism and creative 
writing workshops with professional 
writers, and visit museums and 
exhibitions, including the British 
Library and Keats House. We also 
participate in the UK Linguistics 
Olympiad, competing against 
students across the country using 
language skills to solve problems. 

You’ll be introduced to topical 
debates within linguistic study, 
raising questions such as whether 
grammar rules really matter and 
whether technology is having a 
negative impact on language use.  
Sociolinguistic topics regarding how 
language shapes social identity are 
covered, including the relationship 
between gender, language and 
power. We also explore the origins 
of the English language and draw 
on psycholinguistic studies to help 
us understand how children acquire 
language. There is an original writing 
component where you develop your 
own skills at shaping language for 
a variety of genres and audiences. 
For coursework you’ll investigate 
an area of language change of your 
own choosing with support from 
your teachers.

Why English 
language?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Exploring language 
• Language under the microscope
• Writing about a topical issue
• Comparing and contrasting texts

Exam
2hrs 30mins 40%

Dimensions of linguistic variation 
• Child language acquisition
• Language in the media
• Language change

Exam
2hrs 30mins 40%

Independent language research
• Language investigation
• Academic poster (1,000 words)

Coursework
2,500 words
1,000 words

20%

Course content

Examining board - OCR

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in both GCSE English language and English literature

Demi left Woodhouse in 
2016 with 3 Bs in English 
language, English literature 
and theatre studies. She 
is now studying a degree 
in English language and 
linguistics at the University of 
Sussex.
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L iterature has always been 
my favourite part of English 
studies, particularly because 

I like analysing and breaking down 
novels and their meaning. 

I like that Woodhouse teachers 
are very open and always take 
into consideration your opinion or 
interpretation of the texts. In some 
of our lessons the class is split into 
two different groups based on two 
different interpretations of the text, 
and we have a debate. Every time 
that happens it’s really interesting 
and fun. 

Lots of the course content has 
really stuck with me, particularly 
the fact that sometimes seemingly 
simple books can have very complex 
meanings – as sometimes what isn’t 
said and what is implied has just as 
much importance as what is being 
overtly described.

After university I want a career as a 
political scientist or analyst. I need 
to have a good grasp of the English 
language as well as know how to 
write creatively, and in a detailed 
way. That is something that is very 
important for any career.”

“I like that our 
teachers allow for 
a lot of discussion 
about the subject 

during lessons”

“ You will develop an appreciation of 
how writers shape meaning across 
a range of texts such as poetry, 
drama, including Shakespeare, 
novels and short stories. You will 
be able to assess how texts are 
influenced over time by historical, 
literary and cultural factors.

Our students have gone on to study 
English literature or an English-
related degree course at a range 
of well-respected universities. 
Many will combine their study of 
literature with another subject 
and some will choose to go on to 
study other subjects at university 
that require similar skills, such as 
history, philosophy or law. Students 
studying literature at Woodhouse 
are likely to achieve final grades well 
above the national average.

You’ll take trips to the Globe and 
West End productions, attend 
lecture days with university 
professors, and experience cinema 
screenings of drama productions. 
We’ll also provide students 
with creative opportunities for 
collaborative work using video 
and drama, and poetry and design 
competitions.

You will study texts from medieval 
Chaucer through to Shakespeare 
and revenge drama, as well as more 
contemporary poetry and prose. 
You will explore a range of styles 
from Gothic fiction to 17th century 
Jacobean drama. Your examined 
units will focus on Shakespeare and 
drama pre-1900 and comparing a 
classic Gothic novel with Angela 
Carter’s The Bloody Chamber. Class 
discussions explore a range of 
adult themes such as forbidden 
desire, adultery, revenge, gender 
and power. In addition, you 
will complete two coursework 
assignments, one on a modern 
play and the other comparing 20th 
century poetry with a modern novel.

Why English 
literature?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Drama and poetry pre-1900 
• Shakespeare’s The Tempest
• The Merchant’s Tale by Chaucer
• The Duchess of Malfi 

Exam
2hrs 30mins 
60 marks
3 questions
Closed text

40%

Comparative study
• Dracula or Frankenstein and 
   The Bloody Chamber

Exam
2hrs 30mins 
60 marks
1 of 3 questions
Closed text

40%

Literature post-1900
• Close reading or re-creative: 
   Jerusalem play by Jez Butterworth
• Comparative essay on poetry and
   modern novel (teacher choice)

Coursework
40 Marks 
15 marks for the play
25 marks for the 
comparative essay

20%

Course content

Examining board - OCR

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in both GCSE English literature and English language

Santiago left Woodhouse 
in 2016 with AABB grades 
in politics, Spanish, history 
and English literature. He is 
now studying politics and 
international relations at 
Queen Mary University of 
London.
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Studying French will enable you 
to communicate with French 
speakers around the world, boost 
your academic skills, increase your 
options for undergraduate studies, 
and enrich your appreciation of 
influential cultural contributions of 
the French-speaking world. You’ll 
develop transferable skills and 
enhance your language learning 
strategies.  

Many of our students have chosen 
to study French or a wide range 
of subjects combined with French 
at Oxbridge and Russell Group 
universities, or indeed abroad. 
Students go on to have successful 
careers in fields such as banking, 
accountancy, law and teaching.  

The department is equipped with 
a modern language laboratory; 
we also have a native language 
assistant who conducts speaking 
practice. Students will have many 
opportunities to engage with the 
language, including a study trip to 
Paris, work experience in Brussels, 
links with a school in Dijon, and 
theatre and cinema trips in London.

In year one, aspects of the social 
context are studied, including the 
changing nature of the family, 
‘cyber-society’ and the place of 
voluntary work, together with 
highlights of French-speaking 
artistic culture, including 
Francophone music and cinema. In 
year two, topics include life for the 
marginalised, positive features of a 
diverse society, and the treatment 
of criminals, as well as aspects of 
political life in the French-speaking 
world. You’ll discuss issues such 
as the political commitment of 
teenagers, the purpose of strikes 
and demonstrations, and the politics 
of immigration. You’ll also study 
in depth a literary text and a film. 
Finally, you’ll have the opportunity 
to undertake an individual research 
project and explore a key question 
of personal interest.

Why French?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Listening, reading and writing 
• Listening and reading tasks
• 2 translations, one into English,
   and one into French

Exam 
2hrs 30mins
Marked out of 100 50%

Writing
• 2 essays, one on the set literary
   text, and one on the set film

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 80 20%

Speaking
• A discussion based on a stimulus
   card, and a presentation and
   discussion of the individual
   research project

Oral exam
21–23mins
Marked out of 60 30%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE French

It’s been interesting to learn 
about and debate current affairs 
in another language, and from a 

different point of view. We usually 
only hear the British side of the story, 
but by reading articles from French 
newspapers and listening to French 
radio reports, we were able to get a 
different opinion. 

Learning a language is so much more 
than just grammar and vocab lists, 
and translation is never simple. You 
have to be creative to find ways to 
translate the whole meaning, which 
means you need to understand how 
language is used in that country. 

At the beginning of the year we went 
to the French Institute to watch a 
film and take part in a workshop. 
I discovered some really good 
resources there including the Café 
Philo club (which was great as I also 
studied philosophy) and the amazing 
library. 

Without learning French I would 
never have discovered my passion 
for theatre, and I would certainly not 
have moved to Paris. It’s probably 
the most important subject I’ve ever 
studied!”

“Without 
learning French 

I would never 
have discovered 
my passion for 

theatre”

“
Jenni left Woodhouse in 
2016 with As in French 
and philosophy and a B in 
German. She is now studying 
drama at the world famous 
Cours Florent in Paris.
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W  hen choosing A levels, I 
knew that I wanted to do 
something maths related 

at university. Further mathematics 
introduces some topics that are 
expanded largely at undergraduate 
level, so it was a natural choice for 
me. It pushes you to think about 
maths a bit more abstractly and 
carefully. There’s no secret to doing 
well in a course that’s hard: you 
have to put in the work and take 
advantage of the excellent resources 
and teaching available.

I’ve particularly enjoyed parts of 
the really abstract pure maths like 
complex numbers, matrices and 
group theory, though I’m also really 
interested in theoretical physics, so 
I’ve enjoyed studying some of the 
harder mechanics modules where you 
look at things like simple harmonic 
motion and rotational dynamics.

I think the teachers at Woodhouse 
are really dedicated to helping you 
get the most out of your time here. 
The maths lessons are really well 
structured. They’ve definitely got 
the right balance of lecturing and 
problem solving.”

“My teachers 
have certainly 
helped me to 

push my learning 
beyond just the 

standard A level 
syllabus”

“ This is a challenging qualification 
which both extends and deepens 
your knowledge and understanding 
beyond standard A level 
mathematics. It identifies you as 
having excellent mathematical, 
problem solving and analytical skills.

You will develop the ability to work 
in a team, communicate effectively 
and show initiative. If you are 
planning to take a degree such as 
engineering, sciences, computing, 
finance/economics and especially 
maths itself, you will benefit 
enormously from taking this course, 
as it introduces new topics such as 
matrices and complex numbers that 
are vital in many STEM degrees. 
Indeed, some prestigious university 
courses require further maths. 

We provide opportunities to hear 
from engaging speakers with 
mathematical backgrounds, both 
on site and at external lectures, in 
addition to trips to mathematical 
shows and events. We have an 
experienced team of enthusiastic 
teachers, who provide excellent 
support and inspiration to students.

You’ll develop and extend your 
understanding, apply skills learnt 
in a range of situations, and 
encounter new concepts, including 
topics such as matrices, complex 
numbers, differential equations and 
hyperbolic functions. In addition 
to the pure mathematics half of 
the course, you can choose to 
major in mechanics (where you 
will study areas including circular 
motion, variable forces, energy 
and kinematics) or statistics 
(where you will meet and interact 
with more advanced probability 
scenarios, statistical distributions 
and hypothesis testing). You 
may alternatively opt to minor in 
three areas of mathematics, with 
additional choices such as modelling 
with algorithms, numerical methods 
or extra pure.

Why further 
mathematics?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Core pure
Exam

2hrs 40mins
Mandatory unit

50%

Mechanics major or statistics major
Exam

2hrs 15mins
Major option

33.3%

Statistics minor or mechanics minor 
(opposite of major choice)

Exam
1hr 15mins
Minor option

16.7%

Course content

Examining board -  OCR (MEI)

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 8 or 9 in GCSE mathematics   

Josh left Woodhouse in 
2016 with A*A*AA in maths, 
physics, further maths and 
chemistry. He is now at 
Imperial College London 
studying physics with 
theoretical physics.
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Josh Hoffmann
from Park View School

Now studying 
at Imperial College London

mathematics
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The course is great because it 
covers human and social, and 
physical geography. I’m really 

interested in the physical, how the 
earth works, what the crust is made 
of and how earthquakes form. This is 
everyday life and quakes and crazy 
weather are happening right now. It’s 
pretty cool when you see hurricanes 
on the news and you know why that’s 
going on. I like to learn about relevant 
things. Who knew lightning can go 
up?!

One of the best trips I’ve been on was 
our residential geography trip. Trips 
are great for making new friends and 
most of my closest friends are from 
my geography class. I’m ‘outdoorsy’ 
so getting to do some hiking and see 
amazing rivers and terrain was pretty 
cool. That whole extracurricular 
experience was great, I really felt like 
a geographer because there was lots 
of work testing the soil, measuring 
weather and studying the geology. It 
really gave me a feel for what it’d be 
like to actually work in this sort 
of field.

The geography teachers here are 
amazing. But when it’s time to get 
serious, they are always there for 
tutorials and one-to-one sessions. 
I really believe that it’s because of 
the teachers that I got an A in the 
first year. I was struggling at first 
and when I told them, they really 
supported me.”

“I’ve never met 
such enthusiastic 

teachers in my 
life”

“ With growing interest in issues 
such as climate change, migration, 
environmental degradation and 
social cohesion, geography is one of 
the most relevant courses you could 
choose to study. 

You’ll develop skills in written and 
oral communication, research, 
critical thinking, evaluating 
resources and statistical analysis. 
You will have the opportunity to 
undertake two days of coastal 
fieldwork and an additional two 
days of urban fieldwork. There is 
also the possibility of an optional 
international field trip. Past 
destinations have included China, 
Morocco and Thailand. 

Many students go on to study 
geography at Oxbridge or Russell 
Group universities. A degree in 
geography will provide you with 
knowledge and transferable skills 
that will reward you personally 
and advance you professionally 
onto a diverse range of careers 
from disaster management and 
meteorology to environmental 
consultancy and town planning.   

You will have the opportunity to 
study physical geography through 
topics such as tectonic process 
and hazards; coastal landscapes 
and change; the water cycle and 
water insecurity; and the carbon 
cycle and energy insecurity. You 
will also study human geography 
through topics such as globalisation; 
dynamic places; superpower 
geographies; and health, human 
rights and intervention. You will 
investigate case studies from a 
range of locations and at varying 
scales including population change 
in London; coastal process along the 
Dorset coast; water conflict along 
the river Nile; oil in the Niger delta; 
and the health and life expectancy 
of the aboriginal peoples in 
Australia.

Why geography?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Dynamic landscapes
• Tectonic processes & hazards
• Coastal landscapes & change
• Physical systems and sustainability
• Water cycle & water insecurity
• Carbon cycle & energy insecurity

Exam
2hrs 15mins
105 marks 
3 sections
Questions range from 
4 to 20 marks

30%

Dynamic places
• Globalisation
• Dynamic places
Human systems and geopolitics
• Superpowers
• Health, human rights, intervention

Exam
2hrs 15mins
105 marks 
3 sections
Questions range from 
4 to 20 marks

30%

Synoptic investigation
• Given an unseen resource
   booklet containing information
   about a geographical issue (e.g.
   resource exploitation in the Congo
   basin), students draw on synoptic
   knowledge and understanding

Exam
2hrs 15mins
70 marks
Questions range from 
4 to 24 marks

20%

Independent investigation
• Based on two days of fieldwork on
   either coasts or diverse places

Coursework
3,000–4,000 words 
70 marks

20%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE geography

Christian is currently in his 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying geography, drama 
and PE. He hopes to get 
into a top drama school 
like RADA or LAMDA but 
is also applying to study 
physiotherapy and sports 
rehabilitation.
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Christian Stamou
from Southgate School

Current Woodhouse student
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‘Deutschland – Land der Dichter 
und Denker.’ Studying German will 
enable you to appreciate German 
culture as part of the world heritage. 
With a good knowledge of German 
you could also access courses at 
Germany’s excellent universities, 
and work for a globally recognised 
German company like Siemens, 
Volkswagen or Adidas. Finally you 
will develop transferable skills and 
enhance your language learning 
strategies.  

Some of our students have chosen 
to study German or a wide range of 
subjects with German at Oxbridge 
and Russell Group universities, or 
indeed abroad. Students go on to 
have successful careers in fields 
such as banking, accountancy, law, 
and teaching.  

The department is equipped with 
a modern language laboratory; 
we also have a native language 
assistant who conducts speaking 
practice. Students will have many 
opportunities to engage with the 
language, including a study trip to 
Berlin, work experience in Herne, 
and theatre and cinema trips in 
London.

In year one, aspects of the social 
context are studied, including the 
changing nature of the family, and 
the digital world, together with 
highlights of artistic culture in the 
German speaking world, including 
festivals, art, and cultural life in 
Berlin. In the second year, topics 
include multiculturalism, and 
aspects of political life, including 
Germany and the EU, politics and 
youth, and German reunification. 
You will also study in depth a 
literary text and a film. Finally, 
you will have the opportunity to 
undertake an individual research 
project and explore a key question 
of personal interest.

Why German?

Course content

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE German

German at Woodhouse is 
different to GCSE learning, 
you really understand the 

language quickly and it’s surprising 
just how much it improves. The 
course is good, because in the first 
year you learn about everyday things 
that you want to talk about like sports 
and food, and family, relationships 
and cinema – things that you would 
use in everyday conversations. 

I went to Hamburg this summer on 
holiday by myself for six days just to 
practise German and tried to speak as 
much as possible and begin to think 
in German, which is really hard. We 
have a speaking assistant here and 
every week you get a session with a 
native German speaker which I think 
is one of the most important parts 
of the course, being able to speak to 
someone who can correct all the little 
mistakes you make. When I went to 
Germany, it gave me the confidence 
to just walk up to people and talk to 
them and know that it’s ok to make 
little mistakes, people understand.

I really like Woodhouse. The college 
is very organised and there’s a whole 
department dedicated to UCAS, 
which is another reason why I moved 
here. Getting the stress of that out of 
the way is really important to me and 
the way the college is run is excellent. 

When I study German I try to link it 
to my other subjects and learn about 
German geography and theatre, 
as there’s often crossover. The 
college offers quite a few exchange 
programmes for languages and I’m 
going on a trip to Berlin in January 
with my whole class to get a feel for 
German culture together.”

“

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Listening, reading and writing 
• Listening and reading tasks
• 2 translations, one into English,
   and one into German

Exam 
2hrs 30mins
Marked out of 100 50%

Writing
• 2 essays, one on the set literary
   text, and one on the set film

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 80

20%

Speaking
• A discussion based on a stimulus
   card, and a presentation and 
   discussion of the individual 
   research project

Oral exam
21–23 mins
Marked out of 60 30%

Examining board - AQA

“Your German 
improves so much 

here, you really 
understand the 

language quickly”

Johnny is currently in his 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying German, drama 
and geography. He plans to 
take a gap year and travel to 
Germany and Australia before 
applying to study drama at 
RADA.
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Johnny Orr
from Winchmore School

Current Woodhouse student
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Ichose to study government and 
politics at Woodhouse because 
I think understanding politics is 

essential to understanding how our 
country works. I wanted to be able 
to see the links between things that 
I wouldn’t necessarily have noticed 
without knowing about the British 
political system. I’ve especially 
enjoyed learning about globalisation, 
as it is so topical and really affects 
the world.

Our politics lessons are full of 
debates, which means that every 
class is full of contrasting opinions. 
This can be incredibly interesting, 
and really useful in learning about 
different political perspectives.

The subject matter itself is quite 
simple, but obviously politics is 
constantly evolving, so in order to 
stay on top of everything, you have to 
be very aware of current affairs. I feel 
that probably the most challenging 
aspects of the course are staying on 
top of the news and incorporating 
up-to-date examples into your work.

It sounds like a cliché, but the 
teachers here are incredibly 
supportive in everything. They go 
far beyond the minimum, and are so 
knowledgeable about their subject, 
and obviously care deeply about it. 
That really makes a positive impact 
on lessons.”

“I now feel as 
though I’m 

informed about 
the world that I 

live in, which will 
absolutely stay 

with me”

“ Just 62 people own half of the 
world’s wealth and 71% of the 
world’s population lives on less than 
$10 per day. Only 24.3 per cent 
of registered voters elected the 
Conservative government in 2015, 
while 34% of them didn’t vote. 
3,212 migrants have perished at sea 
so far in 2016, yet despite what we 
hear daily, the world is in fact more 
peaceful than it ever has been. It is 
sometimes hard to make sense of 
what we see around us. 

The study of politics is about making 
sense of and analysing Britain and 
the world. You’ll learn to form 
political judgments and establish 
a broad set of analytical skills that 
universities and employers value 
highly. Many of our former students 
pursue an active role in British 
and international politics, going on 
to study the subject at university 
and working in journalism, law, 
think-tanks, universities, charities, 
international institutions and 
national government. Our politics 
department hosts a Model United 
Nations Conference at the college, 
inviting over 200 sixth formers to a 
weekend of stimulating debate. We 
also invite speakers from parliament 
on a regular basis.

You’ll study British government 
and politics in year one, including 
the workings of parliament, the 
role of the prime minister, political 
parties and their policies, and how 
patterns of participation have 
changed in recent years. You’ll also 
study the key political ideologies 
of conservatism, liberalism and 
socialism. In year two, we focus on 
themes of global politics, such as 
the rise of China, the ‘decline’ of 
America and the new challenges of 
globalisation, terrorism, population 
migration and climate change; we 
also study how the world is ordered, 
the rise of multipolarity, poverty and 
debt, and the role of international 
organisations and non-state actors.

Why government 
& politics?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

UK politics
Exam

2hrs 33.3%

UK government
Exam

2hrs 33.3%

Global politics
Exam

2hrs 33.3%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE geography or history

Lola left Woodhouse in 2016 
with A grades in politics, 
classical civilisation and 
geography. She is currently 
on a gap year – living, 
working and studying in 
Paris – before studying 
international relations at 
Leeds University in 2017.
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Lola May
from Highbury Fields School

Currently on a gap year, working in 
Paris, before studying international 

relations at Leeds University in 2017

Government
& politics
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I love history and found studying 
the Cold War really interesting 
because you can apply what 

happened then to current affairs and 
understand the world as it is now. 

When we studied 17th century 
England, I was also studying a play 
from the Jacobean period in my 
English literature class, and had to 
talk about context – so history is a 
really useful companion subject, it 
links really well to my English, as does 
my classics class.

The history teachers are amazing, 
they really involve you in the subject 
and give you so much support, 
especially around exam periods. I 
always feel like I’m getting enough 
help and there is always someone I 
can go to if I need more. Even the 
history staff that don’t teach you are 
willing to help.

We’ve actually done quite a lot of 
drama in class, acting history out, 
and that’s been helpful and quite 
good fun. In my first few weeks I was 
jumping around pretending to be 
James I, which was… really strange. I 
can’t do a Scottish accent, but I tried. 

There’s a lot of discussion and group 
work in class but an equal amount of 
independent work too.

I’ve applied to study English at 
Cambridge, because it’s worth a 
shot, but I’m also applying to Bristol 
because I liked it there too.”

“I love that 
history really 

links well to my 
other subjects”

“ Studying history at Woodhouse 
will provide you with access to a 
fascinating and dynamic subject 
that deals with hard facts but varied 
and ever-changing perspectives. 
You’ll develop skills in written and 
oral communication, research, 
critical thinking, and evaluating both 
primary and secondary sources. 
You’ll work collaboratively with 
your peers inside and outside the 
classroom but also become an 
independent learner, equipped to 
cope with the rigorous demands of 
university study. 

Many students go on to study 
history or a closely related degree 
course at Oxbridge and Russell 
Group universities. A good degree 
in history will allow you to pursue 
a high-powered career in various 
fields, such as the law, the media, 
the civil service and business. We 
provide many opportunities to 
listen to distinguished speakers, and 
various study trips are organised, 
including one to Berlin.

Britain in the 17th century was 
transformed by intense political and 
religious conflict that led to civil 
war, the execution of King Charles I,
the abolition of the monarchy 
and the imposition of a military 
dictatorship under Oliver Cromwell. 

The years after World War Two 
were defined by the Cold War, 
a prolonged ideological and 
diplomatic struggle between the 
USA and USSR which, in an age 
of nuclear weapons, at times 
threatened humanity’s very 
existence. 

Before 1917, Russian emperors (or 
tsars) claimed to possess God-given 
authority. World War One created 
the revolutionary conditions that, in 
1917, resulted in the overthrow of 
tsarism and the establishment of the 
world’s first Communist dictatorship 
under Lenin and his successors 
Stalin and Khrushchev. 

Why history?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Britain 1603–1702
Three questions. One compulsory 
with secondary sources linked to 
historical interpretations, and two 
from three essays

Exam
2hrs 30mins 
Marked out of 80

40%

The Cold War 1945–91
Three questions. One compulsory 
question linked to primary sources or 
sources contemporary to the period, 
and two from three essays

Exam
2hrs 30mins 
Marked out of 80

40%

Historical investigation
Independently researched essay on 
an aspect of Russian history covering 
the years 1855–1956

Coursework 
3,500-word essay
marked out of 40

20%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE history

Alice is currently in her 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying history, classical 
civilisation and English 
literature. She plans to take 
a liberal arts degree majoring 
in English, hopefully at 
Cambridge.
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I aspire to pursue law as a 
career, so choosing this subject 
provides a good insight. We’ve 

studied different types of crimes, 
their sentences and how the 
judicial system operates. I find it so 
interesting – the crazy and horrific 
things that people do and the 
different defences they use to avoid 
prison, as well as learning how flawed 
the law is with many contradictions 
and loopholes.
 
We took a trip to the Old Bailey, 
sat in on some trials and witnessed 
some exciting cases first-hand, which 
brought our lessons into a real life 
perspective. We also visited the Royal 
Courts of Justice’s nine supreme 
courts and learnt about the history of 
English law and its evolution.
 
I like the fact that Woodhouse 
encourages independence: it’s up 
to you to be responsible for your 
learning and consequently the grades 
you achieve. But of course teachers 
are always there to provide help 
when you need it and you are always 
supported.”

“Law has taught 
me to be very 
analytical and 

how to critically 
assess things and 

see them from 
more than 
one side”

 

“ This course provides a proper 
insight into the realities of both 
a law degree and a lifetime in the 
profession. A level law is not only 
for budding solicitors and barristers, 
it’s also popular with those seeking 
to enter the business or financial 
worlds and is highly regarded by 
universities. 

Law is an empowering subject. 
Everyone should know how the 
legal system of their country works. 
Hopefully, you will never be charged 
with murder, but in your lifetime you 
may buy a property, make a Will, 
enter into a contract and sue or be 
sued! All of these things cease to be 
intimidating once you have studied 
law. You will learn to express 
yourself clearly both in writing 
and orally, and become capable 
of researching at a high level and 
arguing a case from all sides. 

You’ll visit a magistrates’ court, 
Crown Court, High Court and the 
Supreme Court to see law in action. 
You will have the opportunity to 
hear outside speakers such as senior 
Crown prosecutors and take part in 
a mock trial.

You’ll gain an understanding of 
both civil and criminal law and 
how they impact on our everyday 
lives. You’ll study the roles of 
magistrates, judges and juries in 
our society and learn how law is 
actually made by judges and by 
parliament. Law covers criminal 
offences and defences such as ABH 
and GBH, murder, manslaughter and 
self defence. In civil law you’ll be 
taught how to sue someone, learn 
about the Hillsborough tragedy, and 
what to do if your neighbour plays 
loud music all night. You’ll discuss 
the philosophy behind the law and 
question whether law can always, 
or ever, deliver justice. You will also 
learn about the Human Rights Act.

Why law?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

English legal system & criminal law 
• Combination of multiple choice,
   short answer and extended      
   writing questions

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 100 33.3%

English legal system & tort 
• Combination of multiple choice,
   short answer and extended      
   writing questions

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 100 33.3%

Human rights
• Combination of multiple choice,
   short answer and extended      
   writing questions

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 100 33.3%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
2 grade Bs in an essay subject such as GCSE English, history or religious studies

Bernita left Woodhouse 
in 2016 with BCC in law, 
music and politics and is now 
studying criminology at the 
University of Leicester.
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I like the way maths is taught 
at Woodhouse. You get a 
really strong understanding of 

concepts, so that you’re able to tackle 
any question. All of the maths I’ve 
learnt here will stay with me.

We had a really interesting lesson 
on the ratio of A series (A3, A4 etc) 
paper. It was very practical but it gave 
a really good understanding of how 
they are all the same ratio in length 
(1:√2)
  
If you don’t understand something in 
class, any of the many maths teachers 
are willing to help in free periods, 
so it’s a very supportive learning 
environment.
 
We took part in the Senior UK Maths 
Challenge – a really fun challenge 
paper where you get to test your 
mathematical ability. I got a Silver 
award which I was over the moon 
about.”

“Having a 
strong maths 

background 
will definitely  
help me to be 

successful”

“ Maths at Woodhouse provides an  
understanding of the subject and  
processes in a way that promotes 
confidence, fosters enjoyment and 
provides a strong foundation for 
progress to further study.

You will develop skills in the use of 
mathematical knowledge to make 
logical and reasoned decisions in 
solving problems both within pure 
mathematics and in a variety of 
contexts, and learn to communicate 
the mathematical rationale for these 
decisions clearly. 

Many Woodhouse students go on 
to study mathematics or a closely 
related degree course at Oxbridge 
and Russell Group universities. 

The department provides 
many opportunities to listen to 
distinguished speakers both on and 
off the college premises, and often 
invites back recent college leavers 
to describe the demands and 
requirements of higher level study.

Content is in four areas: 
mathematical processes, pure 
mathematics, mechanics and 
statistics.

We encourage students to use 
appropriate technology to deepen 
their mathematical understanding 
and extend the range of problems 
they can solve.

You’ll use pre-release data in 
statistics to enable you to develop 
an understanding of working with 
real data to solve real problems.

We often include mathematical 
comprehension in our assessments 
to prepare students to use 
mathematics in a variety of contexts 
in higher education and future 
employment.

Why mathematics?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Pure and mechanics
Exam

2hrs  
100 marks

36.4%

Pure and statistics
Exam

2hrs  
100 marks

36.4%

Pure and comprehension
Exam

2hrs  
75 marks

27.2%

Course content

Examining board - OCR (MEI)

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 7 in GCSE maths

Varsiha left Woodhouse in 
2016 with A*AA in maths, 
further maths and physics. 
She is now studying physics 
at Royal Holloway, University 
of London.
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University of London
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Music at Woodhouse is 
fantastic – it’s very relaxed, 
but so organised. It’s 

taught in so much depth and with 
such expertise that when it’s time 
for revision, it’s surprising how much 
you remember straightaway, and how 
much work you have done without 
too much pain!  

I like composing. It’s a major part of 
the course, and even though there 
are briefs and lists of things to 
include to score higher marks, it’s 
also quite relaxing and very rewarding 
when you have finished your piece.

There are opportunities for concerts 
and performances in local schools or 
churches. I was asked to accompany 
a primary school Christmas carol 
concert, which was my first piano 
accompanying experience and very 
valuable. We’ve also had visits from 
ex-Woodhouse music students, a 
concert performed in the Finches 
by the world renowned Wihan 
String Quartet and a brilliant two-day 
conducting workshop.

Music requires a number of important 
skills that can be applied to many 
subjects. For example, communication 
and confidence skills come from the 
performing element; creative and 

organisation skills from composition; 
and writing and analytical skills from 
the written exam part. These are all 
invaluable when learning modern 
foreign languages.”

“Our music 
teachers will 

certainly give 
us every sheet, 

every website and 
any advice that 

they can to help 
and push us”

“ Studying at the Barnet A Level 
Music Centre (BEAT) at Woodhouse 
will give you an opportunity to 
explore a fascinating practical, 
creative and academic subject. You 
will learn to perform, compose and 
appreciate different types of music, 
developing critical and creative 
thinking, cultural and aesthetic 
awareness, and the ability to make 
music individually and as part of a 
group.

Many Woodhouse students have 
gone on to study music or a closely 
related degree course at Oxbridge, 
Russell Group and other universities. 
A good degree in music will give you 
the necessary grounding to thrive 
in a highly competitive profession 
with many different career paths.
The three-way transferable skills 
(practical, creative, academic) also 
make this a desirable subject for 
those who intend to study other 
subjects at university. There are 
many opportunities to perform in 
concerts, both on and off campus, 
learn how to use modern notation 
software, and to take part in extra-
mural music activities including 
choir and a range of ensembles run 
by BEAT.

You’ll learn to perform music at 
Grade 7 level with control and 
continuity, using appropriate tempi, 
and show critical understanding 
of the music chosen. You’ll study 
the processes involved in creating 
music, and develop the technical 
and expressive skills needed by a 
composer. You’ll be encouraged to 
explore a range of compositional 
starting points and investigate a 
variety of techniques for developing 
and manipulating ideas. You 
will then turn these ideas into 
completed pieces of music. You will 
engage critically with music, develop 
an understanding of its place in 
different cultures and contexts, and 
learn how to analyse and evaluate 
music in aural and written form.

Why music?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Performing
• A recording of a performance of at
   least 8 minutes

Externally assessed 
Marked out of 60 30%

Composing
• 2 compositions of a total minimum
   6 minutes. One to a set brief and
   one either a free composition or 
   also to a brief

Externally assessed
Marked out of 60 30%

Appraising Written exam
2hrs
Marked out of 100

40%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
B in GCSE music and Grade 5 on an instrument and Grade 5 theory

Billie left Woodhouse in 2016 
with an A in music as well as 
A levels in Spanish and maths. 
She is now at the University 
of Sheffield studying modern 
languages.
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The music tech course is very 
interesting and it’s really 
expanded my knowledge of 

sound engineering. We’ve studied 
different musical artists from the 
early twentieth century onwards 
and learned about old techniques 
they used in the studio, like four and 
eight track tape, and followed the 
progression to modern-day digital 
recording.

I enjoy the practical elements of 
music tech, and there’s a lot of 
coursework where you get to work 
in the studio and on Logic to actually 
make your own music. I use Logic 
at home and you’ll learn how to 
operate that software properly and 
use it to create your own projects. 
The resources here are good and the 
sound studio is great for recording 
and cancelling out all the echo and 
reverberations.

I took the jazz band enrichment and 
we got to perform around the college 
a few times, which was fun, and there 
were also options for folk band and a 
choir. And there’s an ‘Amped’ concert 
at the end of each year which I’ll be 

taking part in. I’m planning to do a 
computer science degree at uni next 
year with maybe some extra modules 
in music.”

“It’s really 
relaxed here, but 
at the same time 
you’re motivated 
to spend a lot of 

time studying 
and working 

hard”

“ Studying music technology at the 
Barnet A Level Music Centre (BEAT) 
at Woodhouse will provide you with 
a gateway into the fascinating and 
evolving world of music technology. 
You will learn about recording, 
technology-based composition, 
listening, analysing and producing. 
You will be encouraged to engage 
with a wide range of music 
technology techniques and develop 
an understanding of the historical 
and cultural contexts of the use of 
music technology in the creation 
and production of music.
 
In recent years, many Woodhouse 
students have gone on to 
study music technology, sound 
production, sound engineering and 
other courses requiring a similar skill 
set at university level.
 
The department is proud of its 
state-of-the-art recording studio 
and Mac-based teaching space with 
relevant software including Logic.

You’ll explore techniques for 
capturing, editing and manipulating 
sound to help you understand the 
impact of music technology on 
creative processes in the studio. You 
will then produce a completed mix. 
You’ll develop ideas and turn them 
into completed technology-based 
compositions, develop in-depth 
knowledge and understanding 
of musical elements and musical 
language, and apply them.
 
You’ll identify, analyse and 
evaluate creative music production 
techniques, as applied to the 
unfamiliar commercial recordings 
supplied in the exam. As well 
as identifying effects and their 
associated parameter settings, you 
will explain the principles behind 
the choice of the effects heard on 
each recording, and their sonic 
character, in a series of written 
responses.

Why music 
technology?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Recording
• One recording chosen from a list of
   10 songs. Total time 3–3½ minutes

Coursework
Externally assessed
Marked out of 60

20%

Technology-based composition
• One composition to a brief. Total
   time 3 minutes

Coursework
Externally assessed
Marked out of 60

20%

Listening and analysing Exam
1hr 30mins
Marked out of 75

25%

Producing and analysing Written/practical exam
2hrs 15mins
Marked out of 105

35%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
B in GCSE music is essential; basic keyboard skills (Grade 2/3) and Grade 5 
theory are desirable

Noah is currently in his 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying music technology, 
computer science and maths. 
He plans to study computer 
science at university next 
year.
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The growth of my own love 
for political philosophy has 
been very much fuelled by 

the resources available through the 
department, as well as the college 
LRC, which is very well stocked with 
key texts. I’ve always felt encouraged 
to explore my subjects at Woodhouse 
– I think there’s scope for this here 
not always seen elsewhere. It’s of real 
benefit to be surrounded by teachers 
passionate not only about success in 
terms of exams, but in terms of real 
intellectual development.

Alongside residential trips to 
Stockholm and Cambridge, 
Woodhouse has provided me with 
plenty of enriching extracurricular 
activities – last year I took part in a 
national Model UN in Birmingham 
as well as being on the committee 
for Speakers Corner, and this year 
I’ve been running the college’s 
feminist society with the help of two 
others. FemSoc is long-established 
at Woodhouse – our aim, ultimately, 
is to provide a fully intersectional 
and safe space for discussion and 
understanding in the college as 
a means to combat oppressive 
structures of power in wider society. 

Our philosophy teachers here are 
wonderful. Their own extensive 
knowledge and study of the subject 
makes for a great environment in 
classes – this, paired with their vast 
experience as examiners, makes them 
invaluable.”

“Philosophy 
provides a great 

base of theory for 
students to build 

upon and apply 
to any number of 

other subjects”

“ This subject poses some of the most 
challenging questions that have 
ever been asked, underlying many 
of the most important questions 
confronting us today. It will give 
you the opportunity to think deeply 
about the nature of God, the 
mind, knowledge and ethics whilst 
allowing you to develop important 
transferable skills which will help 
you become an independent learner 
and thinker. 

On a more practical level, studying 
philosophy is an excellent route 
into both higher education and 
work. Many of our students 
go on to study philosophy and 
related subjects, such as PPE, 
at Oxbridge and Russell Group 
universities, and graduates regularly 
feature in the top undergraduate 
employment rates coming above 
other humanities subjects because 
of their ability to problem solve, 
think logically and laterally, and to 
formulate and express opinions. 
Philosophy graduates are found 
working for almost every type of 
employer in the public, private and 
not-for-profit sectors, particularly 
the law, financial institutions and 
the creative industries. 

You’ll listen to external speakers 
both in college and outside at 
different study days, and attend 
lectures, exhibitions and other 
events in and around London. 

You will study four foundational 
philosophical topics: ethics, 
epistemology, the metaphysics 
of the mind, and the metaphysics 
of God. 

Students will consider the big 
questions, such as: ‘What is 
knowledge?’ and ‘What do good, 
bad, right and wrong really mean?’.
You will also explore further 
questions including: ‘Is the concept 
of God incoherent?’ and ‘What is 
mind?’.

Why philosophy?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Epistemology and moral philosophy
• 5 questions all compulsory

Exam
3hrs
Marked out of 100 50%

The metaphysics of the mind and 
the metaphysics of God
• 5 questions all compulsory

Exam
3hrs
Marked out of 100 50%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE English literature

Cora is currently in her 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying philosophy, politics 
and history. She plans to 
take a gap year to write and 
travel, as well as taking up a 
voluntary position as women’s 
and LGBTQIA+ officer at 
Woodhouse College. She’ll 
then be applying for human, 
social, and political sciences 
at Cambridge in 2017.
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I found GCSE PE really interesting 
and am very physically active, so 
for me choosing A level PE was a 

natural progression. 

I’ve found learning about things 
like the ‘inverted U hypothesis’ 
really useful as this deals with the 
impact of anxiety and nerves around 
performing. It’s interesting to see 
the theory behind something I have 
naturally been doing for a long time. 

I’ve learnt a lot about work ethic 
and putting in as much effort as is 
possible. That way, when you do 
well, you feel so much better about 
it – because you put in all the hard 
work and it paid off. Staff are very 
supportive. If you need any help 
or are worried or stressed about 
anything, there is always someone 
there who you can talk to. The 
teachers are also very positive and 
invested in your learning.”

“I like to learn 
the theory behind 

my sports in 
order to increase 
my performance 

in them and 
also to help me 

continue to lead a 
healthy lifestyle”

“ Studying physical education will 
give you a fantastic insight into 
the amazing world of sports 
performance.

PE opens doors to a number of 
careers and life options. Sport, 
nutrition and health are huge topics 
of discussion in the world today, 
and as the fight against obesity and 
sedentary lifestyle issues continues, 
the knowledge you gain from a 
course such as this will only grow 
in importance and relevance. Many 
of our students go on to study 
sports science, sports studies and 
physiotherapy at university.

Woodhouse boasts excellent on-
site facilities including a full-size, 
sprung-floored basketball court/
gymnasium, a fully equipped 
weight training facility and two 
dedicated dance studios. We also 
have a floodlit football pitch with a 
professional standard 3G surface.

You’ll learn about applied anatomy 
and physiology, exercise physiology, 
biomechanical movement, skill 
acquisition, sports psychology, 
sport and society, and the role 
of technology in physical activity 
and sport. Alongside this are the 
skills of PE, which are examined 
via the coursework component on 
performance. 

You will learn the reasons why 
we do things; why some people 
outperform others – mentally and 
physically. You will also delve into 
the ethical considerations behind 
the use of drugs, and the influence 
that modern technology is having 
on physical activity and sport. 
Students will have the opportunity 
to develop a wide-ranging set of 
key skills, including communication 
using appropriate language, 
interpreting and analysing data, plus 
the development of strong literacy 
and numeracy skills.

Why physical 
education?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Physiological factors affecting 
performance
• Anatomy and physiology
• Exercise physiology
• Biomechanics

Exam
2hrs 30%

Psychological factors affecting 
performance
• Skill acquisition
• Sports psychology

Exam
1hr 20%

Socio-cultural and contemporary 
issues
• Sport, society and technological 
   influences

Exam
1hr 20%

Performance within physical 
education
• Performance or coaching in 1 sport
• Verbal analysis of 1 sport

Coursework
30%

Course content

Examining board - OCR

Additional course entry requirements:
Regular recognised club participant as a minimum in one sport from the 
approved OCR list, or coaching level 1 and coaching on a regular basis at a 
recognised club

Charlotte left Woodhouse in 
2016 with an A in PE as well 
as A levels in English language 
and psychology. She is now 
studying for a degree in 
psychology at the University 
of East Anglia.
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This photo of me is next to part 
of the Large Hadron Collider. 
Specifically, it’s the end-cap 

of the CMS detector, the rest of it 
was too radioactive to stand near! It’s 
roughly 100m underground, situated 
just next to Cessy in France. I am 
working at CERN as a placement year 
in the middle of my degree. In fact, 
I tagged along with the Woodhouse 
physics department on their latest 
college visit here. 

I had a really great time at 
Woodhouse and the physics course 
was genuinely inspiring. The teachers 
certainly know their stuff and instilled 
a real passion for the subject in me, 
resulting in this photo. What struck 
me the most was the dedication of 
teachers to making physics hands-
on and practical. I can recall each 
experiment we performed. I also 
received a lot of encouragement 
and help with my EPQ, ‘Creating an 
electro-mechanical page-turner for 
use by musicians’. Not a catchy title, 
but it did turn pages.
 
I deferred my entry to Bath to work 
for a year at a magnetic bearings 
company in Worthing. I then studied 

the first two years of my mechanical 
engineering degree at Bath, where I 
was encouraged to take another year 
out. I put in an application to CERN 
not expecting much and was shocked 
to get it. Working there has been 
great and I have been learning from 
leading engineers from around the 
world.”

“ Physics at A level is a subject for 
the curious, for those who ask 
the deepest questions about the 
universe but who also want to know 
about the workings of the physical 
world in everyday life.

You’ll develop the ability to plan, 
implement, analyse and evaluate 
practical exercises. You’ll learn 
strategies for successful problem 
solving, and gain an understanding 
of the use of IT for analysis of results 
using Excel, data gathering and 
research. You’ll also become skilled  
at communicating difficult concepts 
clearly. 
 
The course is essential for students 
who wish to go on to study 
engineering and prepares you 
for a wide range of other related 
degrees such as architecture, natural 
sciences, maths and medicine. 
Our students often gain entry to 
Russell Group universities including 
Oxbridge and Imperial. 

Recent trips include visits to the 
Large Hadron Collider in Geneva and 
Astrium, an aerospace manufacturer. 
There is an astronomy club that 
also visits local observatories, and 
an electronics club where you can 
learn practical skills such as circuit 
design and soldering. We also enter 
students for the British Physics 
Olympiad. 

The course covers a complete A level 
grounding in the fundamentals of 
the subject. In the first year, you’ll 
cover familiar areas in more depth: 
mechanics, materials and waves, 
and exciting new topics: particles, 
quantum phenomena and electricity. 
 
In year two, you’ll be introduced to 
topics including fields and nuclear 
physics, and choose from options 
such as astrophysics, electronics, 
medical physics, and engineering 
physics. The practical skills relating 
to how science works are integrated 
throughout the two years. 

Why physics?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

First year content and periodic 
motion

Exam
2hrs
60 marks. Short and 
long answer questions, 
and 25 multiple choice 
questions

34%

Thermal physics, fields and nuclear 
physics. A knowledge of first year 
work and periodic motion is also 
assumed

Exam
2hrs
60 marks. Short and 
long answer questions, 
and 25 multiple choice 
questions

34%

Practical skills and data analysis

An optional topic from: astrophysics, 
electronics, medical physics, applied 
physics and turning points in physics

Exam
2hrs
45 marks. Short and 
long answer questions;
35 marks. Short and 
long answer questions 

32%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grades ABB in GCSE sciences (A in physics) or AB if double science taken. Grade 
7 in GCSE mathematics

Carl left Woodhouse with 
3 As in physics, maths and 
further maths and an A* in 
his EPQ. He is now studying 
a mechanical engineering 
degree at the University of 
Bath – taking a year out on 
a placement at CERN on the 
Large Hadron Collider.

“The teachers 
certainly know 
their stuff and 
instilled a real 
passion for the 
subject in me”
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I ’ve always had an interest in 
studying and learning about the 
way the mind works but I didn’t 

get a chance to study psychology at 
GCSE, so I was excited to be able to 
choose it at A level. The course is 
really well taught and there’s lots of 
interesting discussion in class.

I’m currently doing an extended 
project on the effects of online 
gambling, and studying psychology 
has helped me understand how the 
mind works in relation to gambling 
and the effects of addiction. Part of 
our course involves learning about 
schizophrenia, depression and OCD 
and this ties in with my project.

Studying psychology is essentially 
studying yourself and that sets it 
apart from my other subjects, like 
learning how we learn, or memorising 
how we memorise. These concepts 
are universally relevant.

Ultimately, I want to be a film-maker 
and studying psychology informs my 
writing perspective, hopefully helping 
me to create believable characters, 
who behave in a real way.”

“Examining 
the concept of 

conformity and 
why people obey

has been a real 
eye-opener”

“ Studying psychology at Woodhouse 
will provide you with an 
understanding of human behaviour 
and mental processes, and allow 
you to better understand why we 
think, act and feel the way we do. 
You’ll learn to think critically and 
evaluate the various explanations of 
human behaviour that psychologists 
have developed. You’ll learn how 
to handle data and use statistical 
analysis to draw conclusions about 
behaviour, while the ability to 
think logically will develop through 
activities which involve planning 
experiments and other forms of 
research. 

Psychologists often go on to work 
in research or take the applied 
route as clinical psychologists, 
sports psychologists, therapists or 
forensic psychologists. Others are 
well-equipped for roles in human 
resource management, advertising, 
marketing or even working for 
the government. Our department 
provides opportunities to listen to 
distinguished speakers, and various 
study trips are organised throughout 
the year.

In your first year you will study 
social psychology where you will 
learn about the explanations of 
behaviours such as obedience, 
conformity, defiance of authority 
and how psychology can be used to 
bring about social change.  

You will study disorders such as 
OCD, depression and phobias, 
and how psychologists treat these 
disorders. You will also learn about 
how children form attachments 
with their care-givers and how the 
quality of these attachments can 
influence cognitive, emotional and 
social development.  

In year two, topics covered include 
gender development, forensic 
psychology and schizophrenia.  

Why psychology?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Introductory topics in psychology
• Multiple-choice, short-answer and
   extended-writing questions

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 96

33.3%

Psychology in context
•  Multiple-choice, short-answer and
    extended-writing questions

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 96

33.3%

Issues and options in psychology
•  Multiple-choice, short-answer and
    extended-writing questions

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 96

33.3%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE maths and grade B in at least one GCSE science subject

Rory is currently in his second 
year at Woodhouse studying 
psychology, English language 
and music technology. Next 
year, he plans to study film 
production and is applying to 
Bournemouth University.
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“I’ve found it 
interesting to 

discuss matters 
such as the 

controversial 
issues of evil 

and suffering - 
and identifying 

possible 
solutions”

One of my favourite things 
about religious studies is that 
we get the opportunity to 

debate. We are sometimes assigned a 
subject matter (whether we believe in 
it or not) and through debate are able 
to broaden our understanding of the 
topic and strengthen our reasoning 
skills.

The content itself is quite accessible, 
but the way in which you have to 
write in the exam is quite challenging. 
You have to take a more analytical 
and critical standpoint on subjects 
rather than just being descriptive in 
your writing.

At Woodhouse there is a good 
balance between being taught and 
independent study. This allows you 
to feel like you are using your own 
ideas and initiative rather than being 
spoon-fed the course. 

I’ve also learned the importance of 
being sensitive and understanding 
towards others’ cultural and religious 
beliefs. I believe that this is a very 
valuable skill to have in life – in many 
different aspects.”

“ Religious studies at Woodhouse will 
provide you with an introduction 
into one of the most fascinating and 
relevant areas of study today. It’s an 
opportunity for students to engage 
with a variety of topical questions 
about belief, values, meaning, 
purpose and truth. Students will be 
able to reflect on and develop their 
own values, beliefs and attitudes in 
light of what they have learnt.

RS is seen by the Russell Group as a 
‘suitable preparation for university 
generally’ and Oxbridge include it in 
their top level list of suitable arts 
A levels. Theology graduates are 
found working for almost every 
type of employer in the public, 
private and not-for-profit sectors, 
as the subject provides an excellent 
foundation for a range of careers.

There will be opportunities to listen 
to external speakers, and students 
are encouraged to take the initiative 
and attend lectures, exhibitions and 
other events in and around London.

You’ll study 3 out of 4 components 
and focus on philosophy of religion, 
religion and ethics and Christianity. 
You’ll engage with philosophical 
issues and questions such as the 
nature and influence of religious 
experience, the problems of evil and 
suffering, philosophical and ethical 
language, and the application of 
ethical theories through the works 
of scholars. 

In the Christianity option, you’ll 
examine the development of 
Christian beliefs, values and 
teachings, and the nature of sources 
of wisdom and authority for those 
beliefs. You’ll look at the practices 
that shape and express the Christian 
identity, as well as the social and 
historical developments in the 
religion over time.

Why religious 
studies?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Philosophy of religion 
• Two structured questions: a two-
   part essay question on an extract
   of text and an extended essay

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 80

33.3%

Religion and ethics
• Two extended responses: a two-
   part essay question on an extract
   of text and an extended essay

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 80

33.3%

Christianity
• Two extended responses: a two-
   part essay question on an extract
   of text and an extended essay

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 80

33.3%

Course content

Examining board - Edexcel

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE English literature

Taylah left Woodhouse in 
2016 with an A in religious 
studies as well as A levels in 
English literature and Spanish. 
She is now studying theology 
and religious studies at the 
University of Leeds.
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I found studying sociology 
challenging at the beginning. The 
topics can be quite complex and 

it was quite a step up from some of 
the GCSE work I’d been used to. But 
I managed to get to grips with it and 
really became interested in pursuing 
it further. I’ve reallly enjoyed learning 
about different types of families 
in society today and the different 
sociological views on them. 

The teachers pay close attention 
to you and there’s always lots of 
interaction in lessons – it’s not just 
sitting down and reading off the 
board. We are treated like adults, 
which I like, and I’d never feel 
uncomfortable about discussing 
subject-related problems with them. 

Even though there’s a lot of material 
to remember, if you stay on top of 
your workload and use your study 
periods wisely, it’s not so hard. I 
enjoyed sociology so much that I’ve 
continued it at degree level.”

“We studied 
society and 
education - 

which ties in 
well, because I 

can relate it 
to my life”

“ A Level sociology gives you the 
opportunity to question everything 
about society, to view it from a 
completely different perspective 
and develop your academic 
understanding of key issues relating 
to class, gender, ethnicity, inequality 
and power. 

You’ll develop skills such as essay 
writing, analysis, evaluation, 
critical thinking, teamwork and 
independent research. These 
skills are good preparation for 
university courses and complement 
many other humanities and social 
science subjects, particularly 
history, geography, English, 
philosophy, government and 
politics and psychology. Students 
progress to Russell Group and 
Oxbridge universities. They read 
for social science/humanities 
degrees including economics, law, 
psychology, politics, sociology and 
international relations. A sociology 
degree can be used for careers 
in the civil service, advertising, 
journalism, business, working for 
non-government organisations and 
think-tanks, law and policing.

Trips include the Sociology in Action 
conference, and previous excursions 
include visiting the BBC, the 
Museum of Childhood and taking 
part in youth conferences.

You will study a wide range of topics 
to develop your understanding of 
different areas of society, such as 
families, education, crime and social 
inequality. 

You will study why people commit 
crime, gender differences in crime, 
how childhood has changed over 
time, equality in families and how 
the education system has changed. 
You will also learn how to carry 
out research and the theories that 
sociologists use to understand 
society.

Why sociology?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Education with theory and methods
Two essays and four short answer 
questions

Exam
2hrs 
Marked out of 80

33.3%

Topics in sociology
• Families and households
• Inequalities in society
Two essays and four short answer 
questions

Exam
2hrs 
Marked out of 80

33.3%

Crime and deviance with theory and 
methods
Two essays and four short answer 
questions

Exam
2hrs 
Marked out of 80

33.3%

Course content
Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
None

Amber left Woodhouse in 
2016 with an A in sociology 
as well as A levels in English 
language and drama. She is 
now studying sociology at the 
University of Leeds.
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W ith all languages, the 
greatest appeal for me is 
that you aren’t just learning 

about an isolated subject, but gaining 
a skill which you can use in whatever 
fields interest you. In lessons, we’ve 
had discussions ranging from how 
the roles of women have changed 
throughout history, to how recent 
technological developments could 
impact on our future. Having our 
class teacher and speaking assistant, 
as well as student mentors, means 
that help is always available from 
people who know the languages 
fluently, and can explain the small 
syntaxes in a way we can understand.

I was fortunate enough to take part in 
the exchange trip to Barcelona, where 
we got to live with a Catalonian 
family and spend a week completely 
immersed in the language and 
culture. Opportunities such as this 
– alongside plays, performances and 
talks – mean we get to learn about 
how much variety there is across the 
Spanish-speaking world, and the art, 
culture and literature that learning 
Spanish will give us access to.

Woodhouse has provided me with 
an extremely nurturing environment 
where I have the resources, guidance 
and access to expertise that I need 
for my interest to thrive.”

“Learning 
Spanish is 

an extremely 
rewarding 

experience, and 
I look forward to 

using the skills 
I’ve learnt here in 

the future”

“ Spanish is the third most widely 
spoken language in the world, 
meaning a good command of the 
basics will be helpful for more 
than just your holidays in the sun. 
Speaking another language makes 
you more marketable. 

You’ll develop skills and knowledge 
highly valued by employers, such 
as a deep understanding of other 
cultures, attention to detail and 
problem-solving skills. We will 
give you the tools to master the 
grammar and vocabulary needed to 
express yourself in a sophisticated 
way orally and in writing, as well as 
to understand complex text and the 
spoken language. 

You’ll have many opportunities to 
engage with the language, including 
an exchange trip to Barcelona as 
well as theatre and cinema trips to 
London.

A level Spanish will make you 
stand out from the crowd and is 
considered a facilitating subject by 
Russell Group and other prestigious 
universities.

In the first year, aspects of the 
social context are studied, including 
the changing nature of the family, 
‘cyber-society’ and gender equality, 
together with highlights of Spanish-
speaking artistic culture, including 
Hispanic music and cinema. Second 
year topics include life for the 
marginalised, positive features of 
a diverse society, and measures 
against racism, as well as aspects 
of political life in the Hispanic-
speaking world. You’ll discuss issues 
such as the political commitment 
of teenagers, the purpose of strikes 
and demonstrations, and the politics 
of immigration. You’ll also study 
in depth a literary text and a film. 
Finally, you’ll have the opportunity 
to undertake an individual research 
project and explore a key question 
of personal interest.

Why Spanish?

PAPER/COMPONENT ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING

Listening, reading and writing
• Listening and reading tasks, as well 
  as two translations, one into 
  English, and one into Spanish

Exam 
2hrs 30mins
Marked out of 100 

50%

Writing
• Two essays, one on the set literary
   text, and one on the set film

Exam
2hrs
Marked out of 80

20%

Speaking
• A discussion based on a stimulus
  card, and a presentation and 
  discussion of the individual
  research project

Oral exam
21–23 minutes
Marked out of 60

30%

Course content

Examining board - AQA

Additional course entry requirements:
Grade B in GCSE Spanish

Xander is currently in his 
second year at Woodhouse 
studying Spanish, maths, 
further maths and philosophy.
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Spanish

Xander Teh
from Park High Stanmore

Current Woodhouse student
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Work-life balance is just as important as academic achievement at Woodhouse and we try 
to make sure that all of our students have plenty of opportunities for fun social activities 
between busy periods of study. Many of our societies organise themed events such as 
Halloween movie nights and activities for Valentine’s Day. Our talent show committee 
selects acts for an annual show, which is always exciting and entertaining. And we 
regularly have costume days such as ‘wear your national colours’, ‘suit up’ or fancy dress. 
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Our Instagram, Facebook and Twitter feeds have many followers and paint an enlightening 
picture of the student experience at Woodhouse. The prom is a fitting celebratory end to the 
two-year Woodhouse journey and takes place at the end of June after all the exams are over. 

Our student prom committee meets regularly in the second year to organise DJs, caterers, 
event decorators, fireworks and ticket sales. The prom is the highlight of our social calendar 

and an incredibly popular and memorable occasion.
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@WoodhouseCol

Woodhouse College

www.woodhouse.ac.uk

Woodhouse Road
North Finchley 
London N12 9EY

Email: enquiries@woodhouse.ac.uk
Tel: 020 8445 1210 

Email: admissions@woodhouse.ac.uk
Tel: 020 8492 8280 
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